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ECE Trip to Guangzhou Metro Museum
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BEERHEEERMEKEX KB BEZ)iF 33K Maria Uiterwi jk
Vicky Yu & Maria Uiterwijk, KSB Form Teachers, YWIES Guangzhou

At the ECE Department of YWIES Guangzhou, we provide learning
experiences that are based on children’s interests. We carefully
observe children during play; their interactions and conversations
with others help us find out more about who they are and
where their interests lay. Young children learn best if the learning
happens in a meaningful context and they can build on their
prior knowledge. We carefully plan activities and experiences that
will provide opportunities for young children to actively explore,
discover and inquire about the world around them.

Recently our K5B students have been interested in transportation,
mainly in trains, speed trains and the subway. We decided
that visiting the Guangzhou Metro Museum would be a great
opportunity to extend this interest. The children were very excited
about the trip and could not wait for this day to arrive. All parents
were invited to join us on the trip. It was a great opportunity to
build connections with the families and for the children to share
their learning.

The museum was a wonderful place for further discovery of and a
true insight in how the metro was made. Big impressive machinery
and technology was used to build the underground subway. Some
of the equipment in the museum was real in size. The children
also enjoyed a variety of interactive activities to deepen their
understanding further and acquire new knowledge. Once back at
school we shared all the photos and revisited the learning that we
had over the last few weeks. Through these kinds of experiences,
the children are developing a better understanding of the world

around them and how technology is used to bring us convenience.
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\Xonderful Experience of Making Noodles
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Wu Qiushi’s Mother, K4-1 Class, YWIEK Shenzhen

In the process of exploring the topic of "Flour", children became
curious about how to make noodles. One of our helpful parents
contacted the Old Bowl Noodle Restaurant which showed our
children how flour is made into noodles.

The restaurant was warm and hospitable to us. Neat tables
and chairs were set; various fruits and snacks were provided;
professional photographers were there to take pictures of the
activity, and waitresses were ready to help each group of children
prepare materials and practise. After a warm up with dancing
movement, the children started to feel the texture of the dough
and the process of making ramen under the guidance of the chefs,
including pouring flour in the bowl, adding appropriate amount of
water, kneading the flour into dough, and pulling the dough into

noodles. They all looked like little chefs.

The demonstration of the chefs was extremely amazing and eye-
opening. Two chefs picked up the dough and punched a small
hole to blow in. The dough swelled like a balloon and was as big
as a watermelon. It was a challenge to the limits of gluten. After
blowing, one chef placed a cucumber on the dough and swung
the knife quickly. In a twinkling, the wobble cucumber had been
sliced into even pieces.

Children learnt through doing and playing. It was effective and
productive. At the end of the activity, each of them got a special
certificate and knowledge of the making process of noodles.

It is fortunate and enviable that the children are guided under
this kind of educational philosophy and pedagogy. Thanks for the
great effort of the Old Bowl Noodle Restaurant, the co-ordination
of this warm-hearted parent as well as the vigorous support of
the kindergarten, which make this rich and wonderful experience
possible for our children.
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School Kitchen Field Trip

BEERHEDILEFBEEZIMERT . F5—K Ayse Yildirim

Zoe Lan, Jaime Li and Ayse Yildirim, Teachers, YWIEK Qingdao
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This semester K5 children in their daily play in the classroom have
developed an interest in restaurant (our project subject). They have
investigated the kitchen at their home, and gained knowledge
about how a kitchen works and came up with a lot of questions.
After a long discussion, the children decided to make their own
refrigerator for the kitchen corner, and cooked vegetable soup
in the classroom with fresh vegetables given by our K5 parents.
As they were learning more about the kitchen, they were getting
more curious about it and want to learn more. The children wanted
to explore our school kitchen so we went to see what was going
on behind the doors.

First of all, we made a big list about all sorts of problems that a
kitchen can have. We invited Chef Zhang to get answers to all of
our questions and learnt the fun part of working in the kitchen! He
brought our attention to our visit to the school kitchen and gave us
some useful tips.

Before we went to the basement where the school kitchen is, we
got everything such as having a pen and paper to take notes,
aprons, hats and face masks.

We have learnt some very important and useful information while
enquiring about the kitchen. This school kitchen field trip is so
exciting and helps us learn a lot of new things. We are looking

forward to the next visit time.
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Exploring the Supermarket
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Liu Tianjiao, Teacher, YWIEK Chongqging Rongke
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Although supermarkets are everywhere and are familiar public
places for adults, it can be interesting to learn about for young
children. They are curious about how the store is laid out, the
types and prices of the goods, the payment process and so on.
For the topic of “Supermarket”, we explored the local Yonghui
Supermarket. The students spent time preparing for the visit.

Children made their own shopping plans based on two basic
criteria: what they wanted to buy and how much money they
needed for it. During planning time the teachers guided students
to draw pictures of the things that they wanted to buy and wrote
down an estimation of the price.

Children considered how, as civilised citizens, they should behave
while shopping in the supermarket. Some of the things that they
mentioned were speaking politely, treating the products with care,
queuing in an orderly fashion, using recycled shopping bags and
soon.

Children brought their own money (RMB 10 yuan each), shopping
plan and recycled bag along with them.

With the teachers’ direction, the children explored the layout of
the supermarket, and the classification and arrangement of the
products and their prices.

Before they went shopping, the students were divided into six
groups according to the shopping plan. Each group was assigned a
type of product like fruits, vegetables, staple foods, daily necessities,
drinks, etc.

The students searched for their allocated goods and checked their
prices. Sometimes they faced problems upon realising that products
were more expensive than they had budgeted for. The teachers
helped to guide the students in resolving these problems using
their own solutions. They communicated with each other and
worked together to solve the problems. For example, sometimes
they had to reallocate the money and share some with others to
successfully complete the order.

After queuing and paying the children put all the goods they
had bought in their recycling bags and brought them back to the
Kindergarten themselves. They also recorded the actual prices of
the products and compared them with their estimated prices to see
the difference.

In this activity, children not only learnt about the overall layout
of the supermarket and enjoyed their shopping experience,
but also applied their math knowledge and experience of daily
life to making a shopping plan. This activity helped to expand
the students’ knowledge and abilities through applying and

accumulatlng experlences
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Let's Go to the Field in Autumn

ItREBREREYILHEFFOREEETRE

Elena Yang, Marketing & Admissions Officer, YWITEC Beijing
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October is the harvest season and also it is the best time to get
close to nature. Early morning on September 26, 2018, students of
K3, K4, and K5 and their parents came to school where they and
teachers took a coach to the field trip destination — Jin Po Luo Gui
Shan. The children were so excited, and there was full of children’s
laughter all the way.

What activities did we have? K3 students played treasures hunt
in the corn maze. After that they needed to complete the task
assigned by the teachers by recording the colour and type of
different flowers. K4 and K5 students needed to observe the flowers
and finish on-the-spot drawing. The most exciting part for children
is digging peanuts. The children then realised that peanuts actually
grow in the soil. They each got a small shovel and bucket and
started to work. Let's see, who dug the most? At the last activity,
the children learnt to make farmer’s straw hats by themselves.

Through this short and pleasant journey, the children had the
chance to experience rural life in the countryside, staying away
from the noise of the city. The harvest brought everyone happiness
and let children learn new knowledge. The trip also provided a
good opportunity for parents to communicate with their child. We
are looking forward to the next field trip!

Field Trip to Space Museum
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Students of Upper
Primary of Yew
Wah International School of Rizhao visited Science and Technology
Museum of Rizhao together on May 2, 2018 to enrich their
knowledge of space. The topic of study for the month was space
and the planets. When the guide explained to them the history of
human exploration of space, they couldn’t wait to raise their hands
and answer what they had learnt about space.

The tour begun with the part about invention of gunpowder till
that of the first manned rocket. The students marvelled at the
greatness of human civilisation. Then they experienced the rocket
launching simulator, the parachuting simulator and the space
station simulator as astronauts, using various machines and buttons
to steer the spaceship towards the mysterious universe.

It was a memorable experience for the students. They have become
more curious about the unknown universe; some students have
even aspired to be an astronaut in the future.
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Seeds of Hope Love-Themed Educational Activity
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Adhering to the motto “align with Love and Charity”, K5C of YWIEK
Rizhao came to Shu Han Kindergarten in Xihu town in the harvest
season and participated in the “Hand-in-Hand with Heart-to-Heart”
love-themed educational activity.

During the one-hour bus journey, the children rehearsed the
songs for their mini performance. We then arrived at Shu Han
Kindergarten where the teachers had already been waiting for
us by the roadside. After self-introduction, the children from both
schools visited the classrooms hand-in-hand. The local teachers and
children introduced their classrooms to us with enthusiasm.

After that, the local and foreign teachers from Yew Wah
organised a lot of games. The Yew Wah children then gave a mini
performance of Chinese and English songs, followed by a session
of giving and receiving gifts. Our children received interesting and
unique gifts made of natural materials from the Shu Han children.
In return the Yew Wah children gave books, toys and stationery
prepared by both parents and children.

When we gave our faith, hope and love, our children also gained
them. We believe that “the essence of education lies in the shaping
of character”. We incorporate character formation into our
curriculum and teach children their responsibilities to family, school
and society, so that they have good character of serving society
and contributing to the welfare of people, which is the essence of
“Seeds of Hope”.

“Seeds of Hope” is a charity project which was officially launched by
Yew Chung and Yew Wah in 2011. As an important part of school
character education, the project plans to build a school in the cities
or provinces where YWIES or YCIS is located every year and educate
students to be grateful and compassionate and to show love and
care to everyone.
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Hands-On Visit to Hi-Tech Park
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Science Department, YWIES Zhejiang Tongxiang
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Grade 1 to Grade 5 of YWIES Zhejiang Tongxiang joined together
on October 24, 2018 for the first ever whole Primary school trip!
The objective was to learn about the developments in science and
technology which have made our everyday lives so different from
the past. The children also spent the afternoon making various
models with 3D design pens and creating lamps with electric
circuits to light up their creations!

Students and teachers started out early, leaving at 7.45 a.m. for
the Zhangjiang Hi-Tech Park in the Pudong district of Shanghai,
and feeling excited at a day away from the school campus. When
we arrived at the park two hours later, we were treated to a VIP
welcome and taken straight into the conference room for a lecture.

The students learnt about the development of the microchip and
how computers became the next great human invention! They
saw the first ever Apple computers and how its creator, Steve Jobs,
began a company that has grown into one of the biggest on the
planet! The children were given an opportunity to write briefly
about how they used computers in their everyday life and yes,
playing games was the most popular feature of computers!

After a delicious lunch, we quickly went back to work and this was
where the real fun lay.

Grades 1 and 2 had to make a lamp. They had to use all the
components required to make a simple electric circuit. They used
switches, wire strips and batteries to turn the light on. Then they
used coloured paper to design the lamp shade and put the two
together to create truly wonderful lamps!

Grade 3 and 4 were given 3D printer pens and shown how to use
them to design different models. They were truly engaged using
this technology and made many intricate and colourful plastic
models such as bikes, buildings and glasses!

Finally Grade 5 students were given the task of working in teams
to build coding cars. It was a very challenging task. Students also
explored 3-D printing and applied it to creative STEM designs.

All in all, it was an exciting fieldtrip and enjoyed by students and
teachers alike!
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Grade 4’s Cultural Trip to Wuyue
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Mary Wen, Grade 4 Study Tour Chaperon, YWIES Shanghai Lingang
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In March of 2018, we took our children to Suzhou and Hangzhou
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first stop was the Zhejiang Provincial Museum, where the children
saw the development and legacy of the Wuyue region from the
prehistoric period to the modern age in the five exhibition halls
featuring different historical periods. In each hall, the economic and
cultural achievements of each era were outlined.

The Wuyue region was named after the two kingdoms Wu and
Yue, which had risen in the region in the pre-Qin period. The
children saw the important bronze sword used by the king of Yue
in the exhibition hall of “Ancient Yue Kingdom”, through which
they felt that the penchant for the use of force of the ancient Yue.
In the exhibition hall of “Three Cities of Wu”", from Wang Xizhi's and
Xie Lingyun's accomplishments the children learnt that the people
then desired stability, so they migrated to the South to escape the

war in the North, and nurtured culture and a love of nature there.

From the Sui and Tang dynasties, the Wuyue region was steadily
developing in a relatively stable environment. Since the Ming and
Qing dynasties, new towns have gradually formed as a result of
a clear division of labour and growing population. The town of
Wuzhen, visited by children during the tour, is representative of
this new type of towns. In Wuzhen, the children learnt to make
traditional pastries. During the two days in Suzhou, the children
visited Lion Garden, a typical Chinese private garden, and the
Kunqu Museum and learnt from a master how to make Suzhou
Taohuawu woodcut new year pictures, a national intangible
cultural heritage.

The study tour not only broadened the children’s horizons, but also
combined the classroom learning and practice and strengthened

the children’s ability to take care of themselves. On their visit of
West Lake, the heavy rain and wind soaked the kids, but they were
attracted to the beauty of nature and forgot about their coldness.
Almost all children on the tour left their parents for the first time
and went on the study tour with the help of their teachers. One
or two children felt ill or homesick, but they stayed optimistic and
strong.

This Wuyue cultural trip enriched students with knowledge about
the culture in different areas and enabled them to gain brand new
experiences which were possible only on this trip. As the saying
goes, travel to know more and the more you know you will be
looking forward more to travelling.
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High Expectations for My Son’s Future

REERYFEFRLBIRBRR AERZFEFRERTEEHENY
Chen Deyi, Grade 6 Student Bill Chen's Father, YWIES Shanghai Lingang
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"Father, good-bye!”

My son got on the school bus and said goodbye to me with a
smile. | can always feel his attachment to our home when | send
him back to school every Sunday afternoon. After a short while of
melancholy, he would look forward to the happy times with his
classmates. The Residence Hall Teacher organises plenty of activities
for them. Picking my son up at the car stop every Friday afternoon
is one of the happiest times of my week. | can feel that since the
beginning of school in August, he has been much happier because
of the new environment in Yew Wah.

My son'’s biggest challenge in his new school is English Language.
At the public primary school, he studied English after class, but
his English proficiency was still low. Now his English teacher
at the beginning of school strongly advised us as parents to
supervise our son and urge him to make efforts to improve, and
also recommended him to take an ASA about oral English. The
English teaching environment at Yew Wah helped him make good
progress.

After he entered Sixth Grade, what surprised me the most was
that he seemed to be more mature and changed the mindset from
"others want me to learn” to "l want to learn”. During the long
holiday of the National Day, we arranged intensive English self-
study and textbook preview activities for him. He seemed to be
aware of the gap between him and the excellent students, and
with the determination of “unwilling to yield to others”, he used
the time for rest and recreation to read and study. One day, he
suddenly came up with a famous saying: "Only when you have the
motivation, can you really learn well.”

In late October, | talked with almost all the teachers of 11 courses.

Surprisingly | found that the course in which my son has the
highest comparative advantage is PE! He's physically fit with well-
balanced weight and height. Since the beginning of the summer
vacation, he has grown from 1.58 metres to 1.62 metres. Adequate
physical exercise, good diet and accommodation, coupled with a
relatively joyful learning environment, may contribute to his rapid
increase in height.

| think Yew Wah's teachers are rather fair, and put much emphasis
on encouraging children. Caroline Zhao, his Chinese teacher and
core teacher, has made a comment about my son which touched
my heart. She said: "Although he is often careless, he has good
character and an open mind". In the process of dealing with
problems, we can feel the school’s fairness, efficiency and the
philosophy of holistic education, which is just like the impression
I got from the sincere conversation with Mr Christopher Munn,
Western Co-Principal, during the admission interview. This kind of
philosophy, I have to admit, is not promoted by all schools.

During these few months,
there are some moments
that | was irritated by
my son, especially in
September, when | found
that he failed to submit
several assignments. This
problem was basically
solved by communicating
with class teachers,
Curriculum Co-ordinator,
core teachers and
Residence Hall Teachers
via Class Dojo. Through
the platform Class Dojo,
I can learn about the
performance of my son
every day on the mobile phone. At the same time, | can fully
communicate with teachers and get the latest school information.
With the mechanism of Parent Committee, the problem can be
reflected and timely feedback can be seen.

Nurturing children and seeing them grow bring a mix of bitterness
and sweetness. | often think that in China, there may not be an
easy way of education. In the past three months, | have seen the
transformation of my children, and | am full of good expectations
for the future. So | would say this school may be the best choice for
my son right now.
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From Yew \X/ah to Oxford: My Journey to University

RBEEREFFRIFGREENEIT

Daniel Liu, Graduate of YWIES Yantai
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On December 4, 2018, | came back to Yantai again as the airplane
landed at the Penglai International Airport. However, this time, |
am a university student, coming back to my hometown and to my
old school. Time flies! After eight weeks, my Michaelmas Term in
Oxford came to an end, which means | have spent one ninth of
my Oxford life already. | always like the words in the poster on the
3rd floor in Building A: Life can only be lived forward but looked
backward. At this special moment, | came back to Yew Wah, which
offered me a good chance to look backward to my past eight
weeks and the whole journey from Yew Wah to Oxford.

On September 30, as | took the train from London Paddington
station to Oxford, my three months’ summer holiday came to an
end. My long-awaited university life was coming into reality, at
present, not in the future any more. At that time, my heart was
filled with visions and dreams, as well as the fear of uncertainties
from leaving the environment that | had lived cozily for seven years
and accepting a totally new learning style and social customs.
Before going to Oxford, | always felt relaxed and enjoyed my Upper
Secondary life; even at the busiest application season | merely
felt the psychological pressure rather than the reality of a very
large workload. By the end of Michaelmas Term, | really realised
and understood why Oxford set up such a short term. One of my
classmates made a metaphor that eight weeks made a perfect
balance of withdrawal and depression!

| had been overloaded for the first four weeks because the
academic pressure in Oxford is much heavier than in other
universities in the UK. | need to finish a dissertation of 2000-3000
words in one week along with an extensive reading list. This kind
of high-intensity writing not only increases our understanding of
different topics, but also builds a way of thinking to be tolerant to
different ideas and pluralistic to different perspectives. Looking back
to high school, I actually practised a lot about this way of thinking. |
remembered we discussed the issue of sweatshop and child labour
in a geography class. At that time, | presented that the definition of
safety would change over time, so we shouldn’t look at this issue

totally from a western perspective. | had never expected | would
learn the similar concept in Oxford, which told how we should
break free from the thinking mode shaped by a Eurocentric view
of history and colonialism, and look at the issues of the developing
countries from the perspective of developing countries.

As an Oxford geographer, | have plenty of spare time. However, it
has also been the most miserable and disorientated aspect for me
to make good use of my spare time since | came to Oxford. The key
is to make it clear what | want from university and what is my future
career plan. There are many goal-orientated people in Oxford
who put lots of peer pressure on the rest. Some people focus on
academic development; many have made their preparation for the
elections in all kinds of political associations and have planned their
future political path; others have started to prepare their CV for the
internship during the summer holiday and plan to work in the field
of finance or the consulting business in the UK after graduation.
Life in Oxford is a continuous process about self-reflection to seek
your true self. In fact, when | was in Yew Wah, | often reflected like
that.

Looking back to my A Level in Yew Wah, my biggest gain was
the ability in time management. | am the type of person who
enjoys freedom and independence but dislikes being managed or
controlled. | always think that everyone has his or her own lifestyle
and daily timetable. It is therefore essential to find your own style
and stick to it. During the last two years in Secondary, whether in
the class time or free time, | led my own lifestyle. Therefore, my first
term in Oxford was to further improve and extend my old lifestyle.
From Yew Wah to Oxford, in the perspective of bystanders it may
be a great leap, but to me, it's just the connection of many points
in life with one linked to another, and is just part of the step-by-step
process of living and growing.
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