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Love Art Love Life

REERZEILE LBREZIHEHR
Michelle Han, Teacher, YWIEK Shanghai
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YWIEK Shanghai strives to create a campus environment conducive
to learning and communication. Every Friday our students are
very excited at attending the “Art and life” activities which include
planting, arts, block construction, cooking, music, and scientific
experiments. Students have the chance to choose their favourite
activity with our foreign teachers. During the activities, students
have quality time to interact with the foreign teachers and also
have the opportunity to socialise with students from other classes.

In the scientific experiment activity, students conduct their own
experiments. In the music and performance activity, students
play different music and stories from various countries and also
dance and sing together, and they have the chance to wear
costume and perform in front of all classmates. In the planting
activity, students can grow all kinds of plants at our school garden.
Block construction activity and Art activity help develop students’
creativity, and teachers spend a lot of time to inspire our students to
create different themes by using the blocks. The second floor of the
school building is full of delicious smells on every Friday morning
because it is students’ cooking time. Students can experience
making many kinds of food at school.

Children are not born with artistic abilities, but acquire them
gradually through art appreciation and in a positive environment.
At YWIEK Shanghai, we create an artistic atmosphere that is full of

life, and teach our students to love art and life!

I

il 2 3

[

EETHE S

leybueys >31/MA



NN

] [ oy

EIF B

uayzuays M3I/MA

FREHFEFAED

Parenting Activity in Tea Valley

YR E PR 40 )L E R E R R
Penny Pan, K4 Teacher, YWIEK Shenzhen
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Children like to play with the tea toys in the activity area. They are
very interested in making tea. Furthermore, many of their family
members drink tea. So, we chose “tea” as the research topic for the
K4 children to let them learn about this Chinese culture.

During the activities in class, we found that children know a lot
about tea. Some children said that tea is delivered by the courier.
Some said that tea is bought at the store and the others said that
it is picked from a bush. In order to learn more about tea, we had
a field trip to Tea Valley in Shenzhen. At Tea Valley, the children
participated with their parents in picking tea leaves and tasting
tea. They saw many different types of tea ware as well as tea
preparation techniques. At the end of the field trip, the children’s

interest in the subject continued to grow.

Get Prepared for the Primary Education
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Zoe Huang, Mother of K5-2 Student Wang Anzhen, YWIEK Shenzhen
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My child is going to attend primary school soon. This semester, the
teachers taught topics about primary school life to prepare students
for the new stage of their studies. The Kindergarten also invited the
principal of Haibin Experimental Primary School to give parents a

seminar on transition. While talking a lot about the primary school
curriculum and student life, the principal also encouraged parents
to help their children adapt to primary school life with care and
sense of balance.

| was most impressed with a quote from the principal’s PowerPoint
presentation: “I have always considered cultivating myself more
important than cultivating my children. | can expect my child to
have some kinds of ability, only when | have deeply experienced or
learnt about those kinds of ability.” This is what I've been working
hard to do. At last, the primary school principal told us that at all
times, parents need to maintain communication with teachers.
From the time my child entered kindergarten, my family have built
trust and understanding in our communication with the teachers.
We are thankful to them for helping my child grow and develop!
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Creating the Learning Environment with Children
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Our classroom is the space where children live and learn every
day. Recently K3C class worked with teachers together to recreate

their own classroom. Some children said they wanted to have

B aTRIBKRAD

Fun Activities for Easter
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some fish in our classroom. Some children liked to have airplanes in

the classroom, while some children wanted to read books on the
grassland. The children and teachers worked together to turn these
ideas into reality.

At the same time, we talked about the classroom rules together and
translated them into Korean with the Korea parents’ help as we
have three Korean children. To make the classroom more vibrant,
children also brought some plants, fish and turtles and took care of
the plants and animals every day.

With everybody'’s effort, we made the classroom the way we want.
This project helps the children to develop a sense of participation,
and it shows that we regard the children as independently minded.

MNARBI L ESEMR YRGS ENRZIEFT N
BY, HELTREREFN—X!

In March, all foreign teachers in Forte Campus organised different
activities related to Easter. Teachers Dian and | had a fun pancake
activity with the K5 students. We made Easter pancakes and let
the students decorate the pancakes as they wished using provided
ingredients and their own creativity. It was a fun and spirited
activity to do an art work which became dessert eventually.

The other foreign teachers worked with different grades. Jaz was
making bunny pizza in K3 and K4 classes using cut-out bunny’s
shapes of bread with cheese, ham and egg on the top.

Ryan was working with the same grades making bunny eggs.
Using modeling clay they turned real eggs into the Easter bunny.

Zach was entertaining the youngest learners, K2 classes, playing an
Easter game “Pin the Tail on the Rabbit”. The kids were blindfolded
and then spun around twice and had to try to pin the tail on the
rabbit.

It was an active and fun day. Our students experienced lots of art,
creative and cooking activities and were very happy.
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Chinese Fashion Show
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Diverse Activity Day
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Before the Spring Festival, we had a big clothing design
competition between the four houses, and the products were
shown in a Fashion Show. The theme of the competition is the
“past, present and future of China”. We broke our house, Green
Bears, into three groups, and each group had a leader. | was the
leader of the “Present” part. To be honest, at the beginning | had
no idea about how to show the present Chinese dress, but later my
teammates and teachers gave me a lot of ideas. We made a lot of

items using hard cardboard and paper.

In the morning of the competition day, we had a full morning
to practise. We were the 2nd house to perform. The show was
fantastic, and everyone was doing their best. The other three
houses were also very amazing, especially Blue Sharks. Their
costumes were very creative, and their show was exceptionally

professional. Therefore, | was surprised when Mr Obie announced
the Green Bears as the winner! All of us were shouting, jumping
and clapping!

“Today is the day!” | thought. Today was the day we could all have

fun. The first activity was science experiment. There, | saw an object
that disobeys Newton'’s law for the first time. If | punch it very hard,
it is a solid. But if | put my hand inside, it is liquid! | saw dry ice. It is
said that its temperature is down to -300°C! Wow! | didn’t know
that.

The second activity was a treasure hunt. We almost got it when
someone else beat us to it. However, it was still fun. The third
activity was computer game. This was the activity that | liked the
most. It was very exciting. The fourth was dodgeball. | didn't have
a lot of fun because | was always knocked out of the game. It was
still interesting, though. All in all, I had a terrific day!
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Learning to Teach English
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On February 15 and 16, Dr Timothy Bonner of Lehigh College
of Education, came to Yantai to present a seminar on English
language development. Dr Bonner has been a TESOL educator
since 1994 and has conducted training and seminars for teachers
throughout Asia.

On February 15, all the teachers from Kindergarten to Grade 13
had two sessions with Dr Bonner. The first was about language
acquisition. This means that we learnt about how people learn new
languages. He spoke about the difficulties that students can face
when learning English and how we, as teachers, can recognise
these and help.

The second session was about considerations for Chinese and
Korean learners of English. We looked at the differences between
Chinese, Korean and English and how the language is structured.
In Chinese there is one pronunciation when speaking about
people. In English there are several depending on whether you
are talking about a girl, a boy or a thing. Another example relates
to articles. Articles are the little words that are used to modify a
noun. Chinese does not have articles. This session provided us with
the understanding that these are areas that are constantly being
worked on and to be patient while students make progress in using
both pronouns and articles correctly, both spoken and written.

On February 16, we gathered again for our next session with Dr
Bonner, in which we looked at the common areas where mistakes
are made. Each teacher brought some writing samples from our
students. Our task was to read the samples and use the guidance
chart from Dr Bonner and see which categories the written errors
fell into. The category that had the most errors is the one where
students need the most work.

By the time Dr Bonner left, we felt we had more of an
understanding of how our students learn English and what we can
do to assist them.
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Maths Week cum Saint Patrick’'s Day
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Useful Parents’ Night
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Mathematics Week at Yew Wah took place from March 14 to 18.
Students had the opportunity to learn more about mathematics
with activities. March 14 was International Pi Day. In Mathematics
class, teachers showed a video about the constant number pi. In
class we had activities like origami and mathematical art. The main
event during Mathematics Week was the “House Activity” which
fell on March 17. March 17 is also the day Irish people around the
world celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day.

To celebrate this day, we combined Saint Patrick’s Day with
Mathematics Week. Our house activity was a mathematics event,
which also taught us more about Ireland and Saint Patrick. We
also had a lot of fun playing mathematics games. Our activities
were mathematics competitions for students from Grade 1 to
13. Students and teachers competed for points by showing their
mathematical abilities. We were given facts about Ireland to
remember and share. Our activities included mental arithmetic,
problem solving, tangram design, as well as physical activities like

relay and Frisbee throwing.

My expectation for this formal event — Parents’ Night — was very
high. As parents, the thing we are concerned about the most is
what and how my child learns at school. However, simply asking
my child “what and how have you been learning” is obviously not
a good method since my child is a little bit shy. And this is only my
child’s third week at this school so it is still a completely unfamiliar
environment for my child.

Therefore, this Parents” Night event could provide me answers to
many of my questions. The teachers told us about the systematic
curriculum and activities. We learnt that the role of the parents,
who are our children’s assistant, is highly essential, especially
during this period where my child needs to adapt to the new
environment. So | think this event was very useful for me in gaining
valuable information to help my child.
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My Experience with a “Holy Subject”

EERTRBEZEZR A2 Level FERTH
Sabrina Zhu, A2 Level Student, YWIES Shanghai Gubei
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As part of the CIE music examination, a music recital themed “Can
| Have This Dance” went successfully at Yew Wah. As a senior
music student, | played a main part in the recital. Let me share my
experience and why | chose music as an elective:

Music together with poetry is regarded as two things closest to
God. | think it is very suitable to call music a “holy subject”. For 19
years in my life, I've only encountered one teacher who can pass
on this spirit to students.

Learning music seems to be an arduous but fruitless task. It does
not seem very odd to get a B in the A Level music examination

even for a piano player who practises very hard for 12 hours a day,
with strong skills and fast speed. The unsatisfactory result is due to
the lack of deep comprehension and expression of music.

AZ Level music examination includes performance and
composition. For performance part, students can decide the theme
and do a 20 minute performance. My theme is dance music so

I played waltz and tango from different composers at different
periods.

If a student only wants to get high scores to get admitted into top-
ranking universities, | personally recommend some non-artistic
subjects such as Economics, Maths, Science and Psychology.
However, on the other hand, | think it may be too utilitarian for
education if the goal for learning and choosing electives is merely
for high test scores and top-ranking universities.

Perhaps my love for music is far from being obsessive, but it never
occurs to me to give up music. Music can always makes me happy,
because of music itself, because of the emotions experienced
during the interaction with music, and because of the wonderful
people | get to know through music.

Can | Have This Da

Yew Wah International School
No. 600 Gubei Road
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Respect for the Earth Nurtures Innovative Inventions

EFERTFREBEEEFRTIHBEDSRE REHEM

Emma Du, Senior Marketing and Admissions Officer, YWIES Shanghai Gubei
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Yew Wah held a Science Fair on March 1 with the theme “respect
for the earth”. Each class produced a proposal and prototype
model of an invention that will lessen the effects of pollution,
deforestation, global warming or any other environmental factor
that affects ecosystems or humans.

A

21

The students came up with different proposals and devices, such as
a bio-detector which can detect and simulate the underground and
surficial ecosystem; a smart A/C remote control that makes it simple
to save energy; and a model of an environmental-friendly building
that can use collected rain water for irrigation. What impressed the
writer the most is the microbial fuel cell that generates electricity
with waste water.

Through such kind of projects, it is hoped that students can
work effectively as a team and will be able to apply the concept
of respect, not only interpersonally, but also to nature and
environment. With the support of science and technology, more

ideas for environmental protection can be carried out.

The Importance of Reading

RBEmBRXEPEERKEFZ Cathy Smith

Cathy Smith, Librarian & English Teacher, YWIES Shanghai Lingang
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Students at Yew Wah have noticed that we place a strong emphasis
on reading, especially on reading English books, because reading helps
us discover new things, develops the mind, imagination and creativity.
It can even help one to find his true self. It also improves spelling and
helps to expand vocabulary.

Regarding how to read, it is important to take note of the following

advice.

. Don't force yourself to understand every single word on the page,
and don't give up after the first page because you think it is too
difficult. Take your time and focus on understanding the main
ideas before trying to understand all the details.

*  Choose something that interests you.

© Read as much as possible.
e Talking about what you have read can help you understand the
content.
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Extreme Reading

EEREIRERR NERFETFE
Robert Wang, Grade 9 Student, YWIES Shanghai Lingang
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3 Jasmine Xiang

We had our first Christmas holiday break from December 19 to
January 4. At the school assembly the day before the holiday, our
Co-Principals introduced this funny competition — Extreme Reading.
Students were required to read books during the holiday. When
they returned to school, they had to hand in a creative picture of
themselves reading. Each class would have three finalists and one
winner, and there would be a grand prize for the most creative
picture in the school.

After the holiday, most of the students submitted their photos. The
results were announced after voting. To me, the most impressive
picture was from Sean Yin, a 6th Grade student. He sat comfortably
in a bathtub with a book in his hand, which made all students burst
into laughter. This was such an interesting activity, and we look
forward to the next onel

=% Third Prize:

G6 MBIT Isabella Gong
G8 P& Emma Tao

G9 FEIRE Jason Jiang
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TN Kathy Rees
Kathy Rees, Teacher, YWIES Guangzhou
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“Perseverance” was one of the topics in Character Education this
semester. In order for our students to gain a real life application of
perseverance, we did a fundraiser, “Kid Blessed Recess” to support a
group of HIV children here in Guangzhou who all are persevering
to live.

The purpose of Kid Blessed Recess was to raise money for these
children who are living in a group home. In order to maintain
some sort of normal life, they persevere in fighting against HIV. We
wanted to raise funds to support them. The funds will be used to
pay tuition and for school items so that they can go to school. The
funds will also be used to buy food, clothing and medicines.

Students were encouraged to donate whatever amount they
would want. There was a “bank” in each classroom to collect
donations. The money was collected every Friday and a running
record of the amount collected by each class was kept. We had a
competition to encourage donations. The class who raised the most
money was rewarded with a Chinese Dumplings Party! Year 1A
collected the largest donation, RMB 1,500 yuan. Congratulations!

On March 18, the whole school had fun celebrating our collective
efforts. We saw a short video, and had fun with face painting and
lucky draw. The entire event was concluded with our Yew Wah
school song. At the assembly, a cheque of RMB 5,251 yuan was
given to the group home, Holt International Adoption Agency.
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Rallying the Teams for Sports Day

T ¥R T Lee Ellen Johnson
Lee Ellen Johnson, Teacher, YWIES Guangzhou
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If you were at YWIES on Saturday, March 5, 2016, you were
probably surprised to see the place buzzing with activity. Students
dressed in similar coloured T-shirts, chanting, screaming, running,
throwing balls, huffing, and puffing all over the campus. What
could possibly get the students to school on a Saturday to do all of
that? Sports Day, of course!

There’s no better way to start off a day like this than to have all the
students in the gym chanting for their team. The father of one of
our students really inspired the students to play hard and work as a
team as he shared his experience participating in a sailing race that
went around the world. He competed in this race not just once, but
three times! That, followed by some words of encouragement from
our principals, was just what was needed to fire up the students
and off they went to compete for the day. The students competed
in a variety of games such as: dodgeball, European hand ball,
capture the flag, football, basketball, and the triple challenge. Just
as important as the athleticism, was the character and attitude of
the players. Teams were judged not only on their game results, but
on their sportsmanship, participation, and enthusiasm as well.

Of course, no Sports Day would be complete without a chance
to race against the parents and the teachers and so it was this
Sports Day as well. Teams of students, parents, teachers, and staff
lined up to race each other in a crazy relay race involving hula
hoops, medicine balls, and a lot of laughter. Congratulations to the
teachers’ team J for managing to complete it the fastest!

The celebrations came to a close with an entertaining video made
from footage from the flying drone. After which they announced
the winning teams. All teams played hard and made themselves
proud, but in the end the top three teams were: Blue Star, Third
Place; Green Storm, Second Place; and the champions were the
PURPLE HURRICANES! Congratulations!
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Chinese Teacher Lucky Liu & Foreign Teacher Natalie Ustiuzhanina, K3B, YWITEC Beijing
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On April 22, the students of K2A class and their parents went to
Chaoyang Park to celebrate the Earth Day together. The topic of
our activity was “Let’s Protect the Earth”.

First, we started with an art activity. Children used different waste
material, like cloth, newspapers and magazines, buttons, and
bottles to decorate the seven continents: South America, North
America, Asia, Europe, Africa, Australia and Antarctica. After that
we had some sport activities: we divided our parents and kids into
two teams and they raced to be the first to put the waste bottles in
the trash bin. Then we had a fun competition to see which team
had the most members stand on a small piece of newspaper for the
longest time. After all the activities, we sat down to have a lunch,
sharing the food made by each family.
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Active Participation in Shenzhen's Training Activities

Shenzhen Yew Wah Training Centre not only provides training

to Yew Wah schools, but also actively participates in local

government’s training programmes. Let’s look at some of the recent
training activities.

1. From January 5 to March 19, 2016, the Centre held “Nanshan
Elite ECE Principal Seminar 2015-1016". Twenty five principals
from local kindergartens joined to rethink the value of play,
clarify the concepts of play and learn how to respect children
during play.

2. The Centre works on the supervisor training and instruction
to help set up Shenzhen’s quality model kindergartens. On
January 20, 2016, we exchanged views on the methods
of supervision with 74 supervisors. We also led a group of
supervisors to give instruction to Shenzhen'’s first group
of 60 kindergartens that participate in the quality model
kindergarten project.

3. The Centre held seminars in the eight communities of
Nanshan to teach parents to educate children in a scientific
way. The seminars were held at a time when Shenzhen
Bureau of Education embarked on the campaign “Instruction
on Parent-Kindergarten Co-operation in Pre-School Education”
to help parents acquire and implement “child-centred”
education philosophy and practice.
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Fashion Show at School
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Crazy and Fun Dr Seuss Week
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On March 25, the Upper Primary Fashion Show caused much
excitement in the classroom!

For their “Materials” topic in Science class, the students were
challenged and required to design a vest using recycled materials.
This involved learning to take measurements, drawing the design,
choosing a material and then creating/sewing a vest.

In the Chinese Culture class, the students had the opportunity to
learn about tie dyeing, tie-dye culture, preparation of materials
and how to tie-dye a piece of fabric. They then created their own
garment using their tie-dyed material.

Parents attended the class fashion parade and were delighted to
see their child/children model their creative garments confidently
during the class catwalk. Their garments displayed diverse thinking
and their artistic flair as a sea of colour could be seen when the
students strutted in their tie-dyed and recycled materials.
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YWIS Rizhao celebrated the birthday (March 2) of one of the most
outstanding children’s writers, Dr Seuss, during one week from late
February to March 4.

On Monday we wore “crazy socks” to school. On Tuesday, we
wore green clothes and visited the library for “Green Eggs and
Ham” storytelling time. ECE and Year 1 students made “Oobleck”
together and had lots of fun. On “Wacky Wednesday”, we dressed
inside out, backwards and wore wacky hair. It really was a wacky
Wednesday! On super Friday, parents helped with the many
exciting celebrations throughout the day. Firstly, a cat in the hat
parade, then one fish two fish estimation centre, next making a
foot book, and finally making green eggs.

“Today is good, today is fun, tomorrow is another onel” — Dr Seuss
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