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BEEFRHE PR MR ZIWEBEF
Cassie Kuang, Teacher, YWIES Guangzhou
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Yew Wah International Education School (YWIES) has been
committed to giving students an English immersion environment.
The School regularly organises learning programmes at its learning
centre in Somerset in the UK. As the Centre’s new learning venue,
Knowle Hall, opened last year, 18 YWIES Guangzhou students
went there for a 17-day programme last October and became its
first batch of users.

Once the students arrived at Knowle Hall, they underwent a table
manners training in the garden. The learning programme consisted
of three major parts, which were the academic learning, cultural
demonstration and co-curricular interaction. The Yew Wah students
had studied with local students at the Knowle Hall centre since
the third day. The academic curriculum included Mathematics,
Robotic Programming, English Folklore, Environmental Awareness,
Drama Production and Fine Arts. The local teachers and students
applauded Yew Wah students for their learning efforts and
presentation skills. Our students improved their English speaking

skills during class.

For the cultural demonstration activities, the Yew Wah students
introduced Chinese traditions and cultures to the local students,
including Chinese calligraphy, Confucianism, four treasures of the
study and guzheng. The local students were particularly amazed at
the art of Chinese calligraphy.

The programme also included a wide range of Co-curricular
activities such as guided tours at a museum, an art gallery and a
science centre. The students were most excited about the SS Great
Britain tour as they could board the historic ship and have a walk
on the decks, as well as experiencing the history of Great Britain.

Overall, the Knowle Hall programme has enriched students’
knowledge, communication skills and global perspective.
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Ivana Fan, Director of New Media Division, Shanghai Yew Wah Education Management Co., Ltd
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When | first started to work in the international education field, |
was deeply impressed with the advertised character education of
Yew Wah. What is a successful character education? My answer is
that judging by outcome, the success of character education lies in
the fact that a child’s ideas, words and actions show the best aspect
of humankind. | thought this was rather vague. However, my two-
week trip to Knowle Hall, England, with Grade 6 students from
YWIES Guangzhou last October changed my perception and gave
a definite answer to that question.

As a confident and shinning girl, Catherine Ye was good at school
courses, dancing and public speaking. After the trip, | asked her
about the most cherished thing during the two weeks. | thought
she would say her show in front of British teachers and students,
the moment when she was highly praised and became the
spotlight of the whole crowd. But she didn’t. The everlasting
moment was when she lighted up the fire with classmates in the
Forest School.

Catherine’s mom told me a story when we came back to
Guangzhou. Catherine’s class got a new English teacher. Lacking
experience, he was not as popular as the last one. Mom asked
Catherine if she would like to have a new English teacher after
Catherine made a slight complaint at home. Catherine’s reply was
assuring and nice, “The teacher is a new-comer; we may give him
more time to familarise with things. | believe he can do better.”

Lily Li is an innocent and nice girl. At Knowle Hall, when her
classmate got her face injured, | casually asked her, “Lily, if that
happened to you, would your mom blame you?” 10-year-old
Lily answered, “l guess my mom would both be sad and happy.”
“Being sad is understandable, but why happy?” “She will be happy
because | encountered another little setback. After this, I'll learn
more.”

As | see it, our students’ traits of being nice, tolerant, understanding,
co-operative and optimistic are the outcome of our character

education.




REERZEFR MNRRFERE (tFR ). REE (N\EL ). FBER (LER) REEK ( LER)

Candice Wu (Year 7A), Oscar W

g

£F 10 A, FROASRSERIMBHZMAMEFHRTELL
FER, AEANZELHBE.

EEET, BAMETER. EETPPT SN EMMIIL G, &K
e TERNEMTGE, BEREERER, FFHAEX
BREANZILY, MEFARIEY. BFES LAETHOE
xR

BinsiR, ZMNETAEERGZAN, REEMMEFS
AAFRLMATERMKE, EAEMIELET OB
¥, WEIEERETITHHAMERSFF I,

RREHMFIERT, RINBFETAMEEF: MXEKH

EfNE; E—EEWEAZAFTKRNILY; TEHHEEMF
E\ ﬁ@o

WinZEAN FIRRE

u (Year 8A), Jack Chen (Year 9A) & Jacky Bai (Year 9A), Students, YWIES Guangzhou

On October 29, 2016, teachers and students of the School's Social
Service Club visited Huashan Nursing Home and spent a warm
afternoon with the elderly.

Before the activity, we did some preparation, like raising money,
preparing PPT, deciding programmes and buying gifts.

We discussed how to raise money and decided to ask the whole
school community for donation. We used the money to buy gifts for
the elderly, such as daily necessities and food.

On the day of visit, we sang two old songs to the old people, and
the students and teachers together played the hulusi and ukulele.
We also gave the old people a lot of gifts, and visited some old
people, who can’t walk well, in their rooms.

The activity ended very successfully, and we hope to make it even
better next time by involving more students, buying more useful

things for the elderly and providing more interesting programmes.

Practising Generosity in a Visit to the Elderly

REERABEFR EBIGERR TIHHLE KGRI KAET RIBEENL
Mandy Zhang, Marketing Manager & Catherine Guo, Parent Relations Officer, YWIES Shanghai Lingang
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Yew Wah's character education connects with students’ life and
study. We arrange students to participate in charity according to
different character themes. On December 15, 2016, in an character
education activity with the theme of “generosity”, 50 students
from Grades 8-10 visited Shanghai Jia Jia Le Nursing Home of
Shuyuan Town. Students brought the elderly self-made cakes and
snacks, recitations, choir performance, dances, conjuring and other
performances. They also helped feed the elderly and chatted with
them. After the passionate performance, it was the farewell time.
The elderly held students” hands for a long time before letting them
go. The bond that had been formed was evident.

Reflecting on the visit, some students said, “Life quality is not the
most important thing that concerns the elderly; they need people’s
company, care and love most.”

With the successful conclusion of this character education lesson,
we believe that our students’ future behaviours will show the

power of generosity.
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Residence Hall Life Helps Nurture Good Habits

REERATER LERBRRES EEHRE

Jerry Xu, Head of Residence Hall, YWIES Shanghai Lingang
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Mad Science

REERYEFRLBIRERKXEIEZIT Brandi Fox
Brandi Fox, English teacher, YWIES Shanghai Lingang
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Residence Hall Teachers are not only students’” companions, but
also their instructors. In supervising the students finishing their
homework, the teachers nurture their good learning habits as well.

During the night study session, according to the day’s homework
the teachers give all students a general explanation about
the topics, help them on the difficult problems, instruct them
individually if necessary, and make sure they finish their homework.
During this process, the teachers focus on educating students
to form habits of active listening, independent thinking, taking
initiative and co-operation. They encourage the students to listen to
teachers’ instructions carefully, find solutions themselves first when
facing difficulties, seek teachers’ help on questions they cannot
answer, co-operate with their peers, express their own viewpoints
and then solve the problems.

After the students finishing homework, the teachers encourage
them to read. The reading corner, designed by foreign teachers, is
a place for teachers to instruct students in English reading, so as to

improve their reading skills and increase their vocabulary.

In January, Primary students and staff were thrilled by a riveting
Mad Science presentation.

Mad Science is well known all over the world for transforming
laboratory science into fun, interactive learning experiences for
children of all ages. It gave an outstanding science-themed show
designed to educate, amaze as well as entertain. The children
learnt about various science topics when they watched foggy dry
ice experiments, saw ping pong balls float in midair, witnessed a
foam factory at work, and so much more! Many of the students
were even able to participate in the hands-on demonstrations.
The concepts were presented in a way that the children easily
understood. The students could barely contain their excitement as
they were mesmerised by the show. Who knew science could be
so fun!

Mad Science programmes encourage scientific literacy in children in
an age when science is as vital as reading, writing and arithmetic.
All students should be prepared to think deeply and to think well,
so that they have the chance to become the innovators, educators,
researchers, and leaders who can solve the most pressing
challenges facing our world, now and in the future.



55 o CRUMERR ST

Students Shine on the Stage
REERYEFRLBIRBEREKHFEZINTRIEL
Sophia Yu, Maths Teacher, YWIES Shanghai Lingang
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YWIES Shanghai Lingang’s inaugural Primary Christmas Concert
started on the afternoon of December 8, 2016 in our school
auditorium. More than 112 students from Grades 1-5 actively
participated in this event. The hosts were from Grade 5A and they
started the programme with the story of Jesus' birth. The students
told the story of the birth of Jesus in eight wonderful performances.
Our younger students, with big smiles on their faces, won rounds
of applause from the excited audience. Students from Grades 1-3
played "Twinkle Twinkle Little Star" on their violins and shocked
everyone. At the beginning of the school year, most of the children
had no basic musical knowledge and instrumental experience.
However, after the violin teacher Sissi Wang trained them for three
months, the students not only produced shining performances on
stage, but also developed their potential in other fields. The Yew
Wah Primary School Choir, comprised of students from Grades 3-5,
sang three different pieces, winning a prolonged applause from
the appreciative audience.

The following afternoon saw the second Secondary Christmas
Concert. Compared to the Primary students, Secondary students
were more confident in their performance due to their English
proficiency. They performed creative works with better skills, and
the audience felt engaged in the dynamic, comedic and creative
atmosphere created by them.

Hip-pop Club students gave an excellent performance, from which
we could feel their passion for the art of dance. The orchestra
also put on exhilarating performances. The students’ wonderful
performances kept all the parents and teachers thoroughly
entertained.
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A Unique and Challenging Programme in the UK

From November to December, our students had a one-month
study at Somerset. The programme had a tight schedule but was
fruitful, and the students had a unique and challenging learning
experience.

During our 28-day itinerary, students not only interacted with local
students from Haygrove School, experiencing what it is like in a
British classroom, they also attended many after-school activities
and visited various popular tourist spots, during which students
learnt the history and culture of these places. Our students also
visited various power stations to learn about electrical generators.

Throughout the programme, our students stepped out the
classroom, experienced hands-on activities, made valuable
enquiries and observations, and had many opportunities to
communicate with local students and teachers. This experience
will surely open up their mind, and enhance their co-operation
skills and independence. It gives a good foundation for their future

overseas studies.
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A Successful Visit to Seeds of Hope School in Qufu

The Student Council organised a voluntary activity at Qufu’s Seeds
of Hope School in December. Participants were students from
IGCSE 1 to A Level, including some Student Council members. In
preparation for the visit, we discussed and made lesson plans and a
list for work materials. We also got advice from teachers on topics,
such as techniques that can grasp students” attention.

On December 19, we arrived at the Seeds of Hope School in Qufu.
We taught the students there English vocabulary in different
fields with examples. | personally thought that they might not
understand our lessons. However, most of them were very
engaged and enthusiastic, and immediately applied what they had
learnt. | was so surprised.

| have been to the Qufu school several times, but we always
failed to manage well the energetic primary students. However,
the current trip was very successful as our volunteers were very
organised and harmonious. | really appreciate the effort they
have bestowed on this trip. Moreover, | have to thank warmly our
teachers who accompanied us.
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Joint Effort behind Christmas Concert
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Leadership Training with Dr Jill Sperandio

Between November 20 and 22, 2016, YWIES Yantai hosted the
inaugural event of Yew Wah - Lehigh University Partnership
Programme. A workshop entitled “Leadership: Self and Groups”
was held in conjunction with the Lehigh Global Professional
Development programme and led by Dr Jill Sperandio, Associate
Professor in the Educational Leadership Programme, Lehigh
University, US.

Dr Sperandio teaches graduate courses of the educational
leadership programme at both master's and doctoral degree level.
She has extensive experience in international schools and school
accreditation programmes, and has special research interests in
gender issues in educational leadership in both developed and
developing countries.

Participants in the workshop included teachers and leaders from
Yew Wah and Yew Chung schools. They explored topics like the
characteristics of good leaders, case studies in leadership, group
dynamics and interactions, intercultural leadership and facilitating
effective groups.

Additional professional development opportunities through the
Yew Wah - Lehigh University Partnership Programme are planned
during the 2016/2017 academic year in the areas of second
language learning and technology at different school locations in
mainland China.

On December 7, Primary and Secondary students brought us a
great evening with performances. From the highly syncopated and
choreographed opening dance number to the joyous sound of
the choral performances, to the melodious symmetry of our school
orchestra, everyone had practised and polished their part, and was
exhilarated to share the product of their industry.

As a musician, it is always satisfying to be a part of great
performances. This was the result of the co-ordinated efforts of
many people working together to bring forth the very best in our
school’s students. Non-academic staff, the Parent Liaison Office, the
School Office, the simultaneous Co-teaching of four music teachers
and the guest conductor, not to mention the support of fellow
teachers during the three weeks of interruption to their regular
lessons to accommodate the ongoing rehearsals — the successful
exhibition of our concert would not have been possible without all

of these contributions. So for all the moments behind the scenes, a
heart-felt bouquet of thanks and gratitude to everyone for creating
such a festive event.
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University Guidance Office Update
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BEERABEFRBERE AFEFFMIE David Krieger ( HAS Level Z4XH)IIEHEFE )
David Krieger, University Guidance Counsellor, YWIES Yantai

Fall is always a busy time in the University Guidance Office (UGO),
and this year has been no exception! Let's quickly explore some of
the exciting news from the UGO:

A Level Students:

For our Grade 13 students, early applications have already been
sent to the top UK, US and Hong Kong schools. Now students will
eagerly await responses from these esteemed universities. Each
student has wisely included a variety of choices that fall under the
three categories: “the Dream”, “the Good Fit”, and “the Safety”.

AS Level

To prepare for their university journey, the AS Level students have
taken part in a new weekly UGO class. We believe this programme
will allow students to chart their university path early, explore
and research the wide variety of university options available, and
generally prepare themselves for life after Yew Wah.

Currently students are working hard on their “My Major” project,
where they will present to their peers their plans for university.
Students have been doing a wonderful job reflecting on their
interests and strengths, researching universities, and creating a
timeline for their individual application. It has been a pleasure
working with them thus far, and | am confident that if they
continue this hard work, they will have success when applying next
year.

Finally, UGO was very proud to host the Grade 8 and 9 parents for
a brief session introducing families to the college planning process.
Parents learnt about college requirements, resources provided by
school, and ways they can get involved early. A great Q & A session
followed the main event, with parents posing thoughtful questions
about how they can prepare their son or daughter for university.
We very much look forward to working with these families in the
future!
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Intense Primary House Activity
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The Primary house activity afternoon in December was a great
occasion for both parents and students. | really enjoyed being there
and seeing the children competing and having fun with each other
— they took the house competition so seriously, but they all became
good friends at the end of the day.

| was very impressed with Teacher Phil’s organisation and the
variety of different indoor and outdoor sports. The way that the
students organised themselves into pairs for the badminton and
table tennis competitions really helped to develop their teamwork,
and it was also nice to see the older students helping and
refereeing because the younger ones really look up to them.

My children looked forward to seeing me playing dodgeball with
the other parents. It was my first dodgeball game ever and it turned
out to be great fun. | think the parents took it pretty seriously,
especially the dads — some of them can throw the ball pretty hard!

I'm looking forward to the next house activity, and hope that more
and more parents can attend and get involved in the house system
as it is a great aspect of school life for our children and teaches
them so many different inter-personal and life skills.

International Day at YWIEK Qingdao
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The world is beautiful and colourful, and the various international
cultures are endlessly fascinating: the elegance of ink painting in
China, the enthusiasm of football matches in Brazil, the charm of
the countryside in the Netherlands with wind blowing and cattle
grazing....

On November 25, 2016, YWIEK Qingdao celebrated International
Day. The day kicked off with our teachers’ choreographed
performance of a dance number mixing American line dancing
with Chinese fan dancing. Every child then received their YWIEK
Passport, which they used during their trips to various activity
stations set up in classrooms.

Wearing clothes representing their own countries, children actively
took part in station activities. Chinese “Ink Painting”, American
“Hollywood Studios”, British “Baking House”, German “Candy
Legend”, Dutch “Colorful Tulips” and Brazilian “Crazy Football”
were the activity stations that teachers carefully prepared for the
children. Through these fun games, parents and children were able

to fully experience the unique charm of an international education!
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Significance of Physical Activity Station

REEREE 20)LERYIEZINE T
Rain Zeng, Teacher, YWIEK Shenzhen.
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YWIEK has been promoting the overall harmonious development
of young children through experiential learning. Physical
development is one of the important aspects; we hope to cultivate
children’s love of sports and exercise, and improve their physical
fitness, and increase eagerness to express their emotions with
body movements, as well as learn and understand the surrounding
world.

In YWIEK Shenzhen’s physical activity station, we created different
areas: not only to promote children’'s muscle development in the
climbing area, throwing area, ball area, combination area, play car
area, but also to meet the children’s interest in playing games in the
doll home, painting creation area and sand water area. In different
regions, we provide different facilities, such as climbing racks of
different degrees of difficulty, different sizes of balls, different types
of vehicles, etc., to meet the different age groups, and different
development needs of children. The suitable environment and
facilities not only stimulate the children's interest in outdoor sports,
but also promote the co-ordinated development of children's basic
actions such as walking, running, jumping, casting, balancing
and climbing. In the sports station, children choose their favourite
areas and facilities and actively participate in the activities, during
which they nurture good qualities of making bold attempts, taking
challenges, showing perseverance, and overcoming difficulties.
Physical activity station breaks the boundaries of classes; mixed-
age play creates opportunities for elder children to take care of the
younger ones and promotes children’s ability to co-operate with
one another, exchange, rotate and share, and they also learn to be
responsible.




HRERIRE R A
Growing with the Habit of Reading
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Mirror Huang, Mother of K4-1 Student, YWIEK Shenzhen

MNEZEFME, BARENHTHER, WINEIZIRFNREIES]
1B, EBFRIRAOEFEHBE—ENBERME. BEEF
M1 ARI—F—ENEER, RYIEH—PESETTIES
ARIED, itFEHEER, BIAEARE.

1A 248, F—¥R/NAZRERE —BRIRERIE
HiE. HX, FMEHIELG. KXWBBURKEBHENS
nEiES 5@,

MNREEBRBIEZMHSIET, UAOAK “NMELERE" A
ESEAFUH "BHEZR  MAREXIECSHE
MEE, WIEEES, ERBEERTERETUTHA
g2 Ex/NAA—ERMEE, EBENZImE/NAL
TETREMAZKEAEBITE, WET "EHBIEEN"
HIERT %

HERENEE, REBTHETLE (REEXRFERY
) , BFREEEAR. LNt AENRE
RIATHEAZNEE. G, RENNAXRETEBRE
BHERNEYILE. BIFEL, ZFREEEBIES TR
2%, TR—%.

i, EERERE, RAEFZUNE, LREEERTFAK,
ST AR LURBRI R EFHIL Yo

It is important to get into good reading habits from childhood.
Exploring the unknown is the spiritual wealth of life. This past
November was the annual Reading Month in Shenzhen, and
during the period, at YWIEK Shenzhen we took the opportunity of
the annual event and held a series of activities. We encouraged the
students and let them experience the joy of reading.

On November 24, the K4-1 class children travelled to the Shenzhen
Library by the school bus. We three mothers of the students took
part in the activities as their tutors.

Under the guidance of the Library teacher, the children started a
wonderful “library journey” with the tour guide at the entrance. The
children learnt how to find the books they wanted, how to borrow
the books, and the many other activities that can be enjoyed at
the library besides reading. Asked by the children, the library staff
demonstrated the method of using the computer system to find
books and explained the use of the self service desk.

In reading time, we read the book You Look Delicious and the
children listened patiently. As they read along with the story and
discussed with each other, their serious expressions revealed their
love for reading. Upon leaving the facility, many children expressed
their eagerness to go to the library again. Since our visit, the
children may have developed a bond with the library for a lifetime.

Reading, the gateway to knowledge, is perhaps the best gift we
can give our children.
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Cultural Celebration at Kindergarten
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The Lantern Festival is one of the most important traditional
Chinese festivals. At the Lantern Festival, people guess the riddles
and also eat all kinds of sweet dumplings made of glutinous rice
flour.

This year at YWIEK Shanghai, our children had a wonderful Lantern
Festival cerebration. We invited parent volunteers to join our
activities such as writing the Chinese word of blessing ‘4§, painting
on the fan, making animal shapes with plasticine, guessing the
riddles, paper cutting and making sweet dumplings. We also
hung up lots of lanterns made by parents and children in the
kindergarten. Big thanks to our parent volunteers and staffs. We

had a wonderful and joyful Lantern Festival.

At the Lantern Festival, students of YWITEC Beijing celebrated it
through different age-appropriate activities.

K2 kids loved making lanterns of different shapes and sizes, from
hanging lanterns to table lanterns. They also enjoyed making
yuanxiao (a rice ball stuffed with different fillings) out of play-
dough as a part of Lantern Festival custom. K3 children made little
colourful lanterns, and shared wonderful photos and videos about
their holiday experiences. K4 and K5 students learnt the origin of
the Lantern Festival and hung a variety of lanterns in the main hall
of the school.

Listening to cheerful music, the teachers and students sat together
to eat yuanxiao. Afterwards, they tried to solve the riddles that

were written on the lanterns. The series of activities for the Lantern
Festival not only deepened children’s understanding of the
traditional festival, but also enhanced their love of the traditinal
Chinese culture.
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Fun Christmas Activities
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In order to cultivate the children’s awareness of health and help
them learn to record and count in daily activities, we made water
forms together.

The forms were stuck on the wall in the Maths Area, and we
decided to record our findings once a week. Since we had water
forms, the kids were all encouraged to drink water by themselves,
and make a record on the forms. We were so happy to see that the
children’s initiative had been stimulated, but after several days, the
forms became less used and forgotten. Consequently, we began
to sit down and drink water together alongside the children,
while saying, “My mouth is dry” and “I feel thirsty”. Gradually, most
children become more active in drinking water independently.

Every Friday, the children would tally the amount of water they
drank each day and record it on the board. They would also share
with one another the advantages of drinking water. Additionally,
through the sharing of water forms, the kids can learn about
different recording methods from one another.
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Last Christmas we prepared many interesting and meaningful
activities for our K3 children. During the Christmas week
celebrations that we planned between December 19 and 23, kids
learnt and practised Christmas vocabulary and songs as well as
making various crafts and Christmas related decorations such as
Santa Claus, Christmas tree, stockings, snowman, candy canes,
elves, gifts, reindeer and many more. On December 23, we had
gift exchange activity between K3A, K3B and K3C classes as well as
Human Christmas Tree decorating and Christmas food tasting.

When we were in the middle of the Christmas celebration, Santa
Claus wearing a red hat, red clothing and black boots, and a big
white beard, brought Christmas gifts, and the children cheered in
waves. We sang with Santa, played games, took pictures and also
received Santa's sweet gifts. We enjoyed the Christmas time and

felt the happy moments that Christmas brought to us.
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