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| Xant to Go to Primary School

BEERZB4)LE LigE X =ML IKE=
Hattie Qian, K5 Teacher, YWIEK Shanghai
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In March, K5 started the learning activity of "Primary School". The

children were very interested in topics such as "the difference
between Primary School and Kindergarten®, "the Primary School
activities and rules” and "what to prepare before going to Primary
School". In order to satisfy their curiosity, teachers took them to the
Primary School for a field trip.

The day after the field trip, one kid’s mother told the teacher,
"My child was so excited (at the Primary School) after the visit. He
told me that he wanted to get into the Primary School sooner.”
Paying attention to the children’s emotional experience before
entering Primary School and preparing them a positive attitude
towards Primary School is one of the goals of Yew Wah curriculum
concerning the transition from Kindergarten to Primary. Letting the
children positively learn about Primary School in learning projects

can further stimulate their desire to enter Primary School!
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Let Me Play with You
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Guide Children to Learn How to Spend Money
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In order to help K3 adapt to the co-operative learning at
Kindergarten, we invited K5 to visit K3 and play with them. All
the K5 boys and girls said hello when they met the teachers
and younger brothers and sisters. They performed wonderful
programmes. Then, each K5 student paired up with one K3 student.
After getting to know each other, they introduced themselves to
the audience. After singing and dancing, the K3s invited the K5s to
play corner games together, in which they shared stories and toy
blocks in the harmonious atmosphere.

Through playing together with elder students, the kids learnt a lot
from them and started to enjoy Kindergarten more. Meanwhile,
the activity gave the K5s an opportunity to improve their
communication skills, take responsibility and develop an awareness
of caring for others.

PINEEERS

From time to time, children find something
they really like and want to buy. To discuss with
children how many to buy or how much to spend
is one way to nurture children’s ability to make
decision by themselves.

When we were in the old city Pingyao, Tico saw
different kinds of goods. “I'd like to buy some,” she
said. Her father and | told Tico, “You can spend 50
yuan here to buy what you like. You may get only
one thing for 50 yuan or you may get four to ten
things, depending on what you want to buy.”

At the beginning, Tico bought three bracelets.
Eventually, she bought more than ten things.
Short of money, she failed to buy one beautiful
guitar in the end. And now Tico understands that g
you like something but you cannot take it away if
you don't have enough money.
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Elena Yang, Marketing & Admissions Officer, YWITEC Beijing
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In order to encourage children to read, cultivate a good reading
habit among them and improve their reading abilities, we
organised a field trip to the Capital Library of China for all of K3, K4
and K5 kids.

After arriving at the library, the kids were divided into three groups
and went to three areas: parent-child reading area, cartoon area
and sinology area. After the teachers said “now you can choose
your favourite books”, all kids chose their favourite books and
started reading at the reading area. They were all immersed in
the world of books. K5 teachers also showed kids how to use
the computers in the library to search books and how to use the
self-help machine to return books that had been borrowed. The
reading activity was very meaningful for the young children. They
proved that they can read books quietly in the library, keep the
environment clean, take good care of books, and fully enjoy the

pleasure of reading.

Building Teamwork on the Playground

BEERREE 4 JLERYIE K4 Z)F Stanley H. Morris
Stanley H. Morris, K4 Teacher, YWIEK Shenzhen
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This year at YWIEK Shenzhen, the morning exercise time has been
changed to integrate the K4 and K5 students in a variety of areas
of activities in our back field. We have an obstacle course, ball toss
area, relay race course, and a soccer field. Students choose the
areas they like and participate in activities with the guidance of at
least two teachers.

The soccer field is where we have withessed an eagerness to learn
teamwork and the joy of accomplishment. The students have
learnt to choose teams, control the ball, pass the ball to teammates,
defend the goal, and score goals.

Not only have the students learnt some of the techniques of the
game of soccer, but they have also learnt the concepts of relying
on their teammates, communicating with one another, and the fun
involved with completing the task of scoring a goal. The joy on the

students’ faces warms the hearts of the teachers each day.
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Take the Bamboo Pole to the City

BAEERRHE %) LE R E =% 2 b
Sandy Ruan ,Teacher, YWIEK Shenzhen
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The children liked the book 7ake the Bamboo Pole to the City very
much. They were particularly interested in how to take the bamboo

pole into the city. Other than the solutions provided by the story
book’s characters, like the little pig suggesting breaking the
bamboo pole in half; and the little squirrel suggesting going in the
city with the bamboo entering the city one end first and the other
end at last, could we think of any other ideas? Everyone started to
voice their thoughts enthusiastically and in the end we decided to
make our own book about how to enter the city.

When we were making our story book, the children all had their
own ideas. Through sharing their ideas, the students learnt many
ways to enter the city. Fan Fan described his own drawing, “The
bamboo pole was long, but by holding them sideways | managed
to slide them in.” Xi Xi drew a little mouse and a little rabbit entering
town. He said, “The little rabbit’s carrot was too long and the little
mouse’s cheese was too big. The little mouse said to the little rabbit,
‘Let’s eat our food before we enter the city.” The little rabbit agreed.
In the end, they made a smooth entrance into the city.” Qi Qi said,
“Two little girls wanted to enter the city and realised their bamboo
pole was very long. The older girl let the younger girl carry the

front end of the pole while she carried the back end herself. They
then entered the city together.”
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Add Colours to Our Campus with Artist
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Dorm Life at YWIES Guangzhou
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Our students participated in the first YWEIS Guangzhou Art project!
This vibrant, large-scale mural is designed by Emily Eldridge, an
Artist-in-Residence from Yew Chung International School of Hong
Kong. She spent two weeks with us to complete the artwork with
the students. The painting is located on the outside of the school
canteen next to the flag raising circle. The senior students discussed
the design and painted the wall with Emily. The junior students are
excited to visit and observe the art in the making process.

Emily introduced the mural, entitled "Colour!”, “It uses bright,
vibrant colours to reflect the joy of a school environment. The
wiggly, curved lines are meant to represent the energy of youth
and the excitement that comes with learning; and the abstract
shapes evoke a sense of playfulness and movement. Many of the
shapes point upwards, symbolising the growth that comes from
knowledge.” Students enjoyed this special opportunity to paint on
a large scale and to add some colours to their school.

Despite the age difference, Years 5-10 students live together in
a dorm and share wonderful time. The students learn how to
manage their time, take good care of themselves and others. Let's
see what the dorm life looks like!

The students get up at 6.30 a.m. They open the curtains and
window and tidy up their beds. After a wash and changing into
uniform, they go down to breakfast and then join their class for the
day. They return to the dorm after Co-curricular activities or school.

Every Monday afternoon and Sunday night, we have activities.
Afterwards, we watch some TV or chat to one another. This is
quality time that we are able to get to know each other more.

Dinner time is around 5.30 p.m. Night study begins at 6.15 p.m.
and ends at 8 p.m. for the younger students. We then eat some
night snacks and go back to the dorm to pack up our books for the
next day and get ready for bed. Then we can phone our parents or

chat with friends. The lights are turned out at 9.30 p.m.
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Lily Li, Year 5 Chinese Teacher, YWIES Guangzhou
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As the treasure of Chinese civilisation, various styles of Chinese
dwellings have their ancient charm and represent the wisdom and
culture of the Chinese nation.

“Distinctive Dwellings” is an expository writing on various styles of
dwellings around China, through which Year 5 students not only
had the opportunity to learn about characters of Hakka House and
Bamboo House of Dai People, but also had a grasp of the plain
but precise writing style — expository writing. The students learnt
that the writer used different examples, statistics, comparisons
and metaphors to illustrate the features of Hakka Tulous and Dai
Bamboo Houses in an interesting and accurate way.

After the class completed studying the article, the Chinese Teacher
suggested they use expository writing to introduce their hometown
dwellings to classmates in forms of posters or models.

All Year 5 students were thrilled by this project. After much
brainstorming and handcrafting, various kinds of Chinese dwellings
were delicately demonstrated by our children.

Both Emily and Lily chose the typical Beijing Quadrangle Dwelling
— Siheyuan. Emily illustrated the features and structures of Beijing
Quadrangle Dwelling with a poster. The word S/ means the four
directions — east, west, south and north while the word He means
connected together. Siheyuan is an enclosed house with only one
exit to the street. People living in Siheyuan form a small community
and maintain high privacy.

Rebecca presented the Stilted Buildings of Tu people. In the poster
she applied her knowledge of expository writing to demonstrating
Stilted Buildings from the perspective of construction, the external
and internal structures, the traditions and customs and their
cultural connotations. Not only did she draw pictures on the poster,
but she also made a model of the special stilted dwelling of Tu
people to show her class

During the display, the students followed the presenters as they
travelled all over China, from the South to the North, the coastal
cities to Mongolian grasslands. So by researching and presenting
their projects, children now have a better awareness of the beauty
of Chinese dwellings.
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Lily Li, Chinese Teacher, YWIES Guangzho
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Before the Chinese New Year holiday, YWIES Guangzhou held its
first Culture Week. Years 1-10 worked hard researching a country
that they had selected.

Year 1 students learnt about Korean food and traditional Korean
costumes. They presented the story of “Three Bears”. Year 3
children learnt about Italy by appreciating Baroque architecture in

17th Century and the ancient culture of Rome.

Year 6 students studied British drama as well as the Elizabeth | era
of British history. Year 7 students knew more about India's unique
cultural heritage through a Bollywood dancing performance.

The US is a multicultural country. Children from Year 9 learnt a few
American words, which represented its culture such as “the Statue
of Liberty”, “Obama”, “McDonald’s”, “cowboy”, “Spider Man” and
“Broadway”. Their research also gave them insight into the most
powerful country in the world.

Our Cultural Day celebration performances on February 13 were a
wonderful mixture of Chinese and Western traditions. The dragon
and lion dances were the highlight. At the end of the ceremony,
our Superintendents and Co-Principals gave us a short speech
about the New Year and wished every one joy and prosperity in
the year of the Goat.

ECE also organised a Red Market to celebrate the Chinese New
Year. Everyone enjoyed the delicious food prepared by the parents.
A mother even brought the cooker from home to cook rice balls on
the spot! With the support of our parents, we enjoyed a wonderful
day together.
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During the week of November 17 to 21, Year 6 and Year 7 students
had the opportunity to explore Fujian in the first Education outside
the Classroom (EOTC) trip of YWIES Guangzhou.

The first stop was the famous island — Gulangyu Island, known as
“Island of Piano” and “Home to Music”. At the Piano Museum, the
students were amazed by the various kinds of pianos.

We then visited the Haitian Tanggou Villa Complex, where
students learnt about the different architectural styles of the world
that were gathered and preserved there, due to their historical and
geographic significance. This is why Gulangyu Island is also called
the “Expo of World Architecture”.

We continued to visit the Quanzhou Maritime Museum. The
students learnt from the various scale models and pictures why
Quanzhou used to be the biggest oriental harbour. The students
took a lot of photos of the Qingjing Mosque and The Temple
of Guanyu and used the photos to compare their building and
decoration styles. They were also able to make a comparison
of different religions and had a deeper understanding of why
Quanzhou is called “Religions Quanzhou”.

While enjoying the view of the city, we also visited the villages in
the area and were able to explore the Hakka culture. Though it
was made of wood, the Hakka Tolous survived hundreds of years
of rain and storms and even earthquakes. This demonstration of
Chinese traditional theory of Yinyang and Five-Elements, as well
as mathematics concepts such as symmetry was a good example
of practical application to what the students had learnt in the
classroom.

EOTC is not just about visiting and learning, but more importantly
it is about experiencing. By living in the 7olous, tasting Hakka
cuisine and even making Hakka Ciba, a type of sticky rice cake, our
students had a one-day Hakka experience.

Later our students visited the Nanjing Quijiang Middle School and
socialised with the local students. Time flew by and we soon found
the week had passed and we were back on the train heading
home after a successful and enjoyable week of learning away from
school.
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John Knauss, Western Teacher, YWIES Guangzhou
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On November 15, 2014, we invited Professor Kathy Sylva of
Oxford University to present a lecture entitled “Why Quality in
Early Education Matters: Evidence from the UK EPPSE Study” to our
teachers and parents.

The study points out that beginning in ECE, the effect of a quality
education is long term. The presence of books and physical play
is an important factor in determining the quality of a classroom
environment. The result of creating and sustaining a quality
classroom is co-operative and harmonious students, as well as long-
term educational benefits.

YWIES Guangzhou is committed to the goals of holistic education
and joyful learning, creating a classroom environment where both
learning and play are present. It was encouraging to see that the
research agrees with the approach of our school: an investment in
a quality education will reap great benefits for our students’ futures.

VT | -

Year 1 students participated in a “Wheel Rolling Competition” in the
gym on January 13. All the students were very excited when they
heard about the competition and they practised a lot during recess
time.

At first, some students did not know how to roll, so those students
who knew how to roll the wheel and the teachers patiently taught
them. Finally everyone was able to roll the wheel!

Now the day came! One class was one team and there were
two teams altogether. When the teacher blew the whistle, the
competition began! While the first student of each team was
carefully rolling the wheel, the other students standing in line
waiting their turn to roll the wheel were cheering their teammates.
All students were united in a good team spirit.

1A finally won the competition and 1B were awarded the

Certificate for Positive Participation.
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ECE Planting Activity
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In March, the students were able to experience and learn how
to plant flowers. The students learnt about Arbor Day and how
important it is to plant and replant different kinds of plants.

Each student was able to choose their favourite colour flower pot
and given a package of flower seeds. With help and guidance from
the teachers, they added soil, then the seeds and finally some water
in steps to complete the planting activity. The students then placed
their pots along the window ledge in the activity area so that the
plants would get plenty of sunshine and stay warm. Each day it is
the students’ responsibility to water their plants so that they are
able to grow.

Throughout this activity, the students learnt an important lesson
not only about gardening, but also responsibility, patience and
sustaining the environment around them!

Second Semester New Parent Orientation
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On March 25, | attended the New Parent Orientation. What
surprised me the most was that the meeting started with a game.
It made us relaxed and ready for the meeting. In the first part, the
Primary heads introduced Primary and its programme. Then, Helen,
a student in Year 4, shared some of her experiences and feelings in
Yew Wah. What astonished me was that such a small student could
speak articulately and rationally. Helen really made us feel Yew
Wah students were special.

In the second part, the Secondary heads explained the curriculum
of Secondary, some activities and rules. Parents realised that IGCSE
is a valuable curriculum recognised by universities worldwide.

Finally, the Co-Principals in their speeches suggested children
should receive an education that fits their gifts. In addition, they
talked about methods of critical thinking in problem solving and
conversation between different generations.

Through this meeting, the school has successfully built a bridge for
further communications between the school and the parents. Also,

the parents could meet one another and build relationships.
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Trip to Qufu Brings Benefits to Others and Us

From December 22 to 24, 2014, 10 students from Upper Secondary
went to Qufu to participate in a volunteering activity for a local
primary school called “Beigong Primary School”. We taught the
local students Maths, Arts and English.

Leaving Yantai for an unfamiliar community in another part of
Shandong was a challenge for me, but | wanted to see more and
experience more. And | could see if | was able to teach.

Our group was responsible to teach English. We tried to make the
content of our classes more interesting and easy for the kids to
understand. We used a world map to teach students the location of
different countries around the world and their English names. We
also taught them related vocabulary through activities. Kids were
excited and enthusiastic during the activities.

| strongly feel that this service has benefited the local community
and us. First of all, the local students were able to gain knowledge
about the world outside their home. On the other hand, Yew
Wah students were able to use their skills to help other people. |
hope more Yew Wah students will be involved in this wonderful
volunteer activity as it benefits the community in Qufu and

ourselves at the same time.

Parent’s Night is a significant school event in which teachers discuss
with the parents the students’ grades and class behaviour, and the
main goal of the semester, thus giving the parents clues to leading
their children in the right way.

This year, Parent’s Nights were held on March 18 and 19 for the
Secondary and Primary respectively. To facilitate the communication
between parents and teachers, some students helped as translators.
| was one of them, and it was a valuable experience. Although |
made some grammatical mistakes, | learnt how to convert foreign
languages into my own language. Moreover, | learnt how to
convey information quickly and accurately to someone.
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A “HRE”
Be a “Diplomat”

HEREEFRHE FK AS-Level FEZRIZ
Harry Lee, AS Level Student, YWIES Yantai
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Model United Nations (MUN) is one of the best Co-curricular
activities for students as it gives students chance to participate in a
simulated international conference to solve social problems.

Like the real UN conference, the “diplomats” of different countries
participate in the MUN conference, which is mainly organised by
students. The official language in the MUN is English. There are
many different types of committees in the MUN: Disarmament
and International Security Committee (DISEC), United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), Security Council (SC), and
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).

Students, who have a chance to attend the conference as
ambassadors, are assigned to different countries. They speak freely
of their opinions about the issues on the agenda. They make
resolutions with those who hold the same opinions. In this process,
students can expand their knowledge about the international
problems and improve their thinking properly. In addition, students
can learn how to well communicate with unfamiliar people.

| hope that our school may open a new class for students to
prepare for MUN so that they can experience new practical training
and learn new knowledge which cannot be learnt in the textbooks
or regular classes.
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Yew Wah Micro Movie Competition — Gratefulness
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Yew Wah celebrated its first Micro Movie Competition this
school year. In the competition, all the participating movies
must be produced by students on their own, with the theme of
“Gratefulness”, the virtue being taught in Character Development
classes. Students took different roles as the screenwriter,
director, actors, director of photography, editor, etc. Just like the
world’s famous film festivals, a series of awards were set for this
competition, such as the Best Picture, Best Actor/Actress, Best
Visual Effects, Best Music/Sound, and Best Costumes.

At Yew Wah, students are often required to undertake such tasks
with creativity, team work and cross-discipline skills. These tasks
simulate the real working environment, that is far more project
based than subject or test based. And through such fun activities,
they might have a better understanding of the subject of Character
Education that might otherwise seem vague or preachy.

Rizhao Students Become Environmentally Aware
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The students of Yew Wah International School of Rizhao have been
learning about environmental awareness. Rizhao is very beautiful
in springtime so we visited the Rizhao Botanical Gardens and a
tea farm to admire the beauty of nature. We also had a Green Day
Assembly to celebrate Earth Day and to share their learning about
how to take care of our Earth: how to reduce, reuse and recycle.
Throughout the week, the students learnt songs, poems, read
stories, planted seeds and made things from recycled materials.
They learnt how they can help to make a difference.

Let's love our world and try to do all things GREENER!
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