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Art Exhibition Encourages Creativity
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At Yew Wah International Education Kindergarten, we strive to
build an environment to enable our children to feel their works
are respected. We believe that with respect our children can build
confidence. To put this philosophy into practice, YWIEK Chongqing
Rongke campus held an Art Exhibition from December 20-21,
2014. All art works in this exhibition are made of recycled materials
by our children, teachers and parents. The theme of the exhibition
is “Origin, Unity, and Imagination”, which were represented by
three different colours — red, yellow and blue.

This exhibition is quite different from the others, because there are
lots of impressive activities that all members of the audience can
participate in, such as using vegetables to stamp on the windows
for registration, using fingers to paint on the wall, and pottery
making. The children and parents had great fun taking part in
these creative art activities.

The Art exhibition offered an opportunity for families to understand
the education philosophy of Yew Wah.
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Grow Up with Our Children

This year, all of the kids in YWIEK Chongqing Forte celebrated
Thanksgiving Day with their parents in Chongging Central Park.
This parent-child activity day reflected Yew Wah's child centred
educational philosophy. We aimed at improving the family
relationship through a series of exciting and fantastic games. We
also hoped that our children could learn how to express their
gratitude to their parents on Thanksgiving Day. We believed this
would be a wonderful childhood memory for the children.

Early childhood education is not only about accompanying the
children, but also about entering their world and growing up
with them. It is the kids who give us the opportunity to relive our
life, remind us of many happy memories of our own childhood,
and help us to appreciate the children and their ways from their
perspective. Since the children give us insight into life, we would
like to say thanks to our children as well.

Children Achievement Sharing Session

HILEINRD Z2RBEERETHILE LBENFERE
HZ—o EMNESEEANRRRBRRECREF
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Children Achievement Sharing Session is one of YWIEK Shanghai’s
unique events. It aims at giving children a chance to express
themselves. All the contents of the children’s performances come
from what they have learnt and felt in the daily life.

On one such session held from January 26 to 30, the children
sang songs, told stories and played the drums and violin to share
with parents what they had achieved, letting parents witness their
growth. The children could also build their confidence in the event.
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End of Semester Parent-Teacher Interviews
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Wendy He & Penny Pan, Teachers, YWIEK Shenzhen
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In order to better promote children’s comprehensive development,
the kindergarten and families need mutual trust and co-operation.
Having an end of semester parent-teacher interview is one of the
important ways of achieving holistic education.

Before the parent-teacher interviews, teachers will carefully
organise each child’s "early childhood learning and development
portfolio”, which comprises three main components:

- Observation records: Through observations of children's daily
activities, photographs and work, teachers give objective
descriptions of events the young children encounter, and
analyse what the children learn in the process, like problem
solving abilities, exploration skills and social development. With
the reference, teachers suggest strategies to further support
early childhood learning and development.

* Early childhood learning and development summary: Using
evaluation index, observations and children’s works, teachers
conduct a comprehensive assessment of the children on
six aspects (personality, social and emotional development;
communication, language and literacy; mathematical
development; knowledge and understanding of the world;
physical development; and creative development).

+ Collection of works: It consists of worksheets, artworks, copied
sentences and vocabulary, stories written by the children, etc.

During the interviews, teachers and parents often refer to the “early
childhood learning and development summary” and make use of
the “observation records” and the “collection of works” to discuss
children’s development at school and at home and how to facilitate
children’s learning and development in the coming semester.
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New Year Music Festival on the Grass

BEERREE 45 )L E R YIE S X5 E I
Wini Zeng, Teacher, YWIEK Shenzhen
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YWIEK Shenzhen held its first New Year Music Festival on the Grass
on December 29 and 30, 2014 in the kindergarten'’s back field. The
Music Festival was designed according to Yew Wah's educational
philosophy of integrating different styles and cultures. It reflected
an easygoing, versatile and cheerful side of the school.

The Music Festival consisted of two parts: performances and
experience. For the performance part, each class went on stage
one by one to perform musical games, musical instrument playing,
different forms of dance, mini musicals, songs, etc. After the
performances, on the west side of the field, a group of parents and
teachers offered creative musical instruments made with bamboo,
porcelain, tin, milk cans and other discarded materials, so that
participants could have a different musical experience by playing
these instruments. On the stage, teachers and parents played
various instruments, such as guzheng, electronic piano, bamboo
flute and harmonica. On the east side of the field, there was a
buffet featuring a variety of foods prepared by the kindergarten's
chefs. A fun musical game took place on the south side of the
field. Finally, the festival was drawn to a successful close with a
wonderful “flash performance” by teachers and parents.

Combining games, performances and arts, this musical and cultural
activity heralded the arrival of a vibrant 2015.

Elena Yang, Marketing & Admissions Officer, YWITEC Beijing
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All students, teachers and parents of YWITEC Beijing gathered
together in YCIS Beijing’s Auditorium on December 31, 2014 for
“We are Family” New Year Concert to celebrate the growth of the
children and welcome the coming of 2015.

There were a variety of performances, like dances, musical
performances, and dramas. Our Chinese and foreign teachers
also danced for us. The performances were well received by the
audience. Ouir little performers wore costumes and presented a
memorable show for their parents. K2 kids were outstanding as
they showed their confidence during their first New Year Concert:
performing in front of a huge group of people without fear, and
jumping and dancing all the way. They infected the parents with
their jovial mood.

YWITEC Beijing thanks all parents for their support and co-

operation and we wish every kid healthy and happy growth!
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My Child Is Happy to Go to School

Mother of 1B Student Angela Kim, YWIES Yantai

P S
Angela didn't know a word in Chinese and English when she came
to Yantai last July. After consulting YWIES Yantai's Admissions
Office, we were convinced that the school curriculum would fit
Angela. So we made a quick decision to enrol her with YWIES
Yantai without searching for other schools.

We were satisfied with the vision and plan of YWIES after hearing
them at New Parent Orientation. Now Angela goes to school
without ever saying “I don’t want to go to school.” | saw Angela
the first time playing games happily with her friends on Sports Day.
Angela looked so happy when she was running on the large green
grass. It was touching to see that Teachers Ms Lund and Ms Yang
took good care of every single child and lead them well with love.

| could know Angela’s work performance and class participation
through the Open House. And it is encouraging to sense the
convivial atmosphere of classes and the passion of the subject
teachers who try to communicate with students. | really appreciate
the effort of all the teachers. | can’t wait to see Angela develop
every day and | am looking forward to seeing her achievement.
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The “Galette des Rois” Party

Deriving Pleasure from Cooking Club

This month, the Kindergarten had a special event: traditional
French “galette des rois” (king cake) Party.

The cake is served with the charm hidden inside (“feve” in French),
and the person who luckily gets the charm in his or her slice of
cake will be crowned a king or a queen. Afterwards, the king has to
choose his queen and vice versa.

All Kindergarten'’s kids decided to make their own prince’ and
princess’ crowns. Then, it was time to taste the “galette de rois”.
Three kings and three queens were found! They all found the
chocolate charm in their slice.

Even though not everyone could become a king or a queen, all of
the kids were very happy to share the cake and great memorable

moments.

This year, | joined the cooking club, which benefits me a lot. | learnt
a lot of things about baking such as the baking methods. At the

beginning, Teacher Rita introduced the baking tools to us. And
then, we began to study how to bake.

On the first day, we studied how to make vegetable cakes. We
used a lot of ingredients such as cabbage, yellow pepper, carrots,
eggs, green pepper, cheese, powder, and so on. Firstly, we washed
vegetables and cut them up. Next, we broke eggs, put them into a
bowl and mix them with powder. Then we put all the ingredients
together and stir until the mixture became smooth. Then, we
put some cheese into the bowl. After that, we put them into
the cooking mold. And we put our cake into the oven. After 15
minutes, the cake was ready! | took a bite of it. To my surprise, it
was really delicious.

Tired but happy, | really enjoyed cooking!




BBF

Making Dumplings
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On October 28, 2014, Year 5 A and B joined together to make
dumplings at the school canteen. My teammates and | brought

many tools for making dumplings such as boards and rolling-pins.
The staff of the canteen had prepared some dough and two big
bowls of stuffing for us.

Firstly, we cut the dough into small round balls and started to make
wrappers. The wrappers that we made looked grotesque in shape,
some like starfish, some like maple leaf, and even some like long
tongues!

We stretched our imagination to come up with all sorts of ways
to make dumplings! Some students dug a hole on the dough and
put stuffing in afterwards to make it look like steamed buns! Some
students shaped the dough to make it look like planes!

We were ready to cook the dumplings made by us. When we put
our grotesque dumplings into the boiling water, we started to
become hungry and could not wait to eat them! The teacher put
some cooked dumplings into bowls, and we wolfed them down
even they were still too hot! The dumplings were so yummy and
everybody ate with a smile!

Making dumplings is such a fun! | am sure | will make them again at

homel!
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First Parenting WWorkshop

e REERYETFRTIFRENERKE—
Gary Zhang, Marketing Officer, YWIES Yantai
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YWIES Yantai Primary organised its first phase of Parenting
Workshop on December11, 2014. The 18 parents who attended
shared their ideas and learnt from others.

Two topics were discussed during the event: the role of parents in
raising children; the use of the language of the virtues when talking
with children.

The workshop began with a thought-provoking video prepared
by Ms Farrage Lua Yaganagi, Head of the Primary Academics. The
mother duck’s “education” to her children, as shown in the video,
inspired all the parents as well as the teachers. Ms Rose Pei, Head
of Student Life, shared her ideas about the video. Parents then
discussed the material handed out to them in groups.

Ms Lua said, “It is a huge responsibility to be parents, and at the
same time it is also an extraordinary opportunity and excellent
challenge for self-development. As parents, we will obtain the
unexpected development and growth when we try to guide and
educate our kids.” Chinese and Korean parents alike eagerly shared
their opinions and stories.

At the end of the workshop, many parents said that they wanted
more meetings like this for them to communicate and share with
other parents. The school would continue to provide help for
parents and children by organising more parent workshops.
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The New Yew Wah House System
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Christmas Comes to Rizhao
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YWIES Yantai has launched its new House system. All students
and staff are affiliated with one of these Houses. The purpose of
the system is to instil a sense of belonging, build self-esteem and
promote friendship. It can also help in team spirit building and
competitiveness.

All students will be informed of their House by their class teacher.
Their objective is to win points for their House. The school will
offer many opportunities for students to gain points. The activities
and prizes include sporting competitions, art competitions, English
competitions, Outstanding School Service and Outstanding
Academic Achievement. Staff can win points through various
competitions too!

Awards will be presented to those who represent their houses
best. Those are the people who may have collected lots of points or
provided an excellent service to their House throughout the year.

Each House has an assembly, which gives students and staff the
opportunity to get to know other members of their House.

Each House has its House Captain. It is a great chance for the
students who take the Captain post to show their leadership skills.

Yew Wah International School of Rizhao celebrated Christmas
in a grand style. After weeks of creating decorations and hours
of practising, children put on performances in the Christmas
programme. The little stars entertained the audience by
performing a play entitled 7he Last Christmas Tree. Students were
costumed as pine trees, birds, butterflies, and other forest animals.
They sang Christmas songs and recited their lines with ease. The
primary students dazzled the audience by playing the violin. All
students sang songs and performed poems in Chinese.

Afterwards, as parents and students enjoyed treats Santa Claus
made a surprise visit, bringing gifts for students and parents.
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On December 19, 2014, YWIES Guangzhou produced its very first
Christmas Concert. To prepare the venue, Visual Art teacher Jade
Beale led students to produce hand-making decorations with very
basic materials. The junior students made paper plate wreaths,
drawings and paintings of Christmas trees and small folded
decorations. It added something special to our first Christmas
Concert.

Our senior students had the chance to exhibit some of their first
art projects for the year as well. Working on the projects, these
students had to think outside of the box and use their imagination
which was a challenge for some.

According to Music Teacher Kyle Kresge, the main goal for this
year’s Christmas Concert was to develop listening skills and a
sense of teamwork among our students. Although the school
did not have much time to develop extended music technique,
our students had been working hard to develop active listening
and teamwork skills which benefit students in and out of the
music classroom. This year’s Christmas Concert was designed to
showcase multiple student ensembles, including Year 1 through
Year 10 music classes and the Rock Band, as well as student and
faculty soloists.

A drama by the Russian writer Anton Chekhov was also performed
by our students during the concert. Performing Art teacher John
Knauss said, “Anton Chekhov's stories are very human, and | think
the Russian sense of humour and view of life often bridges that
gap between the East and the West in the same way that Russian
culture is a combination of both Asian and European elements.
The students and | wanted to present a story that would be
heartwarming to our audience and could be created in the limited
amount of time we had together during Co-curricular activities. It
was a fun process.”
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Lily Li, Year 5 Chinese Teacher, YWIES Guangzhou
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During the Christmas holiday, Year 5 students enjoyed a lovely
family time with their parents by reading A Long Gaze, a book
written by Long Yingtai, a famous author in Taiwan. They then
completed a reading report together.

Family reading stimulated the students’ strong interest in reading
books. Some took the book with them to read on their journey.
Others put the book on their nightstand and waited for their
parents to come back from work, so they could read with them.
Both parents and children enjoyed this special experience.

Emily’s mom wrote, “What surprised me the most was my daughter
getting a deep understanding and special perspective of the book.”

“I couldn’t help but burst into tears when reading my girl’s reading
report and getting to know her inner thoughts. We both benefited
a lot from this assignment because reading together gave us a
chance to wear each other’s shoes and reflect about the world
from a different angle.” This comment came from Lily’s mom.

Tammy’s mom wrote a long letter to tell her daughter what life
was like when she was 10 years old. “Honesty is a super power and
I wish you could feel this super power during your journey of life.”

Jacky’s father shared, “The book is so sad and touching that my
eyes were wet; the book really aroused sympathy in my heart. Life
is short, my son. | wish you cherish it.”

Our students also have their reflections about the book. Fisher said,
“Though I still can't fully understand the book, | did realise that the
great love of parents permeated our daily life.”

Reading not only teaches us knowledge, but also helps us build
up a healthy character. These lovely family reading assignments
enabled students to better understand the world. In addition,
it gave the parents and their children a relaxing yet meaningful

Christmas holiday.
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Yew \X/ahBusmess Fair: Entrepreneurship Practice Zone
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In order to deepen students” understanding of “perseverance’— the
theme of Character Development class in October, YWIES Shanghai
moved up the annual Business Fair to October 20, 2014.

This year's Business Fair was a paradise for foodies: fried chicken,
snacks with exotic flavour from our foreign students, drinks and
desserts served by enthusiastic, uniformly dressed shop owners....

Apart from appetising foods, students could also get discounted
tickets for the Yew Wah Christmas Charity Concert, originally
designed mugs, posters, badges and bookmarks with cartoons of
Yew Wah teachers.... The “Throwing Water Balloon” game initiated
by Key Club students to raise funds for one charity organisation

also created a stir as Yew Wah teachers acted as the bullseye!

It took the students about 15 days to prepare for this half-day
event. They needed to come up with a business plan, get approval
from the organising committee, and attend different preparatory
meetings. Days before the event, they used posters and flyers
to promote their shops. Their ads could be seen not only on the
bulletin board, but also in the gaps between student lockers.

Business Fair is a great opportunity for students to apply their
economics and business knowledge. While running their own
shops, they can truly understand how important the character
“perseverance” is to help one overcome difficulties. We hope the

Business Fair benefits them for their lifetime.
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Generosity Makes the World a Better Place
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The annual Global Fair of Yew Wah School of Shanghai was held
on November 24, 2014. This year's theme is Generosity. Every two
core classes paired up and represented two closely related nations,
like US and Canada, Germany and Austria. They were asked to
use posters, music, food, costumes, skit, booth decoration, etc. to
display these two countries’ geography, culture, demographics,
history and how they supported each other with generosity and
made the world a better place.

We hope our students will learn through research and practice, so
that they gain not only knowledge and skills but good character as
well. There is a saying in Yew Wah that is in line with the theme of
generosity: “We make a living by what we get; we make a life by
what we give!”
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A group of students and teachers from Haygrove School, UK paid
a visit to YWIES Shanghai in the first week of November, 2014.
During their stay in Shanghai, Haygrove students attended a variety
of Yew Wah classes and activities with their Yew Wah buddies.

Every Year 1 student in YWIES Shanghai has the opportunity to
participate in a one-month study trip to Somerset, UK. During that
month, they spend the afternoons at the Haygrove attending their
classes and activities with a buddy paired up with. The first batch of
Yew Wah students to the Somerset English Centre this school year
returned on October 31. Yew Wah students and staff were thrilled
to reciprocate Haygrove's hospitality.

For the Haygrove students, we specially designed several class
activities: they got the opportunity to wear traditional Chinese
clothing and learn Chinese calligraphy; they cooked themselves
a meal of dumplings with the help from their Yew Wah buddies;
they played basketball and also the rubber band skipping that
most Chinese children always play. This was a great cross-cultural
experience for them. We look forward to more academic and
cultural exchanges between the two sister schools.
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