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YWIES Beijing home learning was implemented successfully in the
school suspension period due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Every
day, Chinese and Western teachers each conducted classes at
home for 50 minutes, and arranged a total of two hours of self-
study for students which included arts, violin, sports, music and
library activities.

“Home learning doesn’t simply copy traditional teaching, but

also requires teachers to redesign the curriculum. Students finish
reading at home, explore study topics independently, discuss
and share them in limited home learning time, and teachers give
feedback and corrections. What we do reflects the concept of
flipped classroom’,” YWIES Beijing Chinese Co-Principal Jessica Sun
said.

A Teachable Moment

Ms Grace Pan, Grade 6-8 Chinese Teacher, designed a thematic
reading programme. For example for the theme of Grade 7, “Big
Love of Little People”, Ms Pan constantly updated the material
and brought current events into the classroom such as comparing
poems on Japanese donated materials with slogans of “hard core
epidemic prevention”. Grade 8 continued the “news” unit of last
semester, exploring how to identify rumours and form their own
rational thinking in reading. “Education during the outbreak can
be a valuable teachable moment. What students feel and express
can let them grow in the outbreak,” said Ms Pan. She hopes that
students can have independent judgment, establish a connection
between events, between texts, between texts and themselves
and between texts and the world, observe life from multiple
perspectives, express their real experience and thinking, and
enhance their critical thinking, co-operation and communication in

comprehensive learning.

Plant a Seed

When home learning first started, the Ministry of Education
stipulated that no new teaching is allowed, presenting teachers
with both challenges and opportunities.

“In the daily teaching of the school, due to the pressure of teaching
tasks, we need to complete the study of the text first. So we focus
on the basic grasp of words and sentences,” said Ms Kristin Xu,
Grade 3 Chinese Teacher. She therefore allowed the children a
chunk of time at home for reading so that they could develop the
habit of reading a whole book and creativity — the primary goal of
traditional language learning.

A four-week reading project about “The Story of the Fox”
by Japanese writer Nankichi Niimi covered 20,000 words of
content. Ms Xu made full use of the “flipped classroom” to do
text comparison reading and in-depth analysis. She recorded the
“character analysis of the article” and made it into a 20-minute

micro-class video. She explained, “In this way, the content
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that cannot be detailed in the class can be fully absorbed and
understood by the students in an independent environment.” Ms
Xu plans to continue this experiment and integrate it into classes.

Ms Xu described reading of the entire book during home learning
as “like planting a seed of reading (in the hearts of the children),”
and she was “like a farmer in the autumn harvest, immersed in
the joy of harvest.” “Everyone's creation of fairy tale is of very high
quality. The stories are structured well with natural transition and
clever 'turns’ to attract readers. From many children’s stories | can
read the warm and delicate description by Nankichi Niimi. Such joy
is the crowning achievement of a teacher,” she said.

Learning Motivation Is Everywhere

Mr lestyn Shaw, Arts Teacher, has found that home learning
interactions allow students to ask questions, explain to each other,

o
un

and offer mutual support, keeping home learning smooth and
students enthusiastic. “For art and design subjects, the current
home learning platforms are limited, as students are unable
to collaborate on practical projects or use a variety of learning
resources. But that hasn't stopped students from developing their
artistic skills and knowledge,” said Mr Shaw. He designed a unique
theme for each grade, including African arts, animals, everyday
objects, illusions, food and drink, and at the same time the upper

grades were exposed to cubism and surrealism.

Teachers noticed that after a period of home learning, students’
concentration actually improved thanks to their own study space.
Children who were usually reluctant to speak up in class became
active in home learning. Chinese Co-Principal Ms Sun was also
surprised, “Learners have different learning styles. Maybe they
find a more convenient way to learn at home and they are more
engaged. We want these students to gain confidence and then
when going back to the traditional classroom show the positive

side, believing 'l can do it".”

Home learning is harder for younger children who lack self-
discipline; nevertheless parents have expressed gratitude and
support. “Although preschoolers are easily distracted and can't
fully absorb the contents of home learning, we feel that the
teachers have thought the content through, and the content is
very rich, including English, Chinese picture books, mathematics,
and sports,” said K4 class Guo Jiarong's mother. To her surprise, the
teachers observed the children very carefully, gave timely feedback
and corrected children’s mistakes. Seeing the children drawing on
the screen, the teacher did not criticise them. It wasn't long before
the teacher came up with a way to effectively use the screen for
interaction by having the children take turns writing numbers on
the screen or circling specific patterns on the PPT.
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The daily life that we used to has been impacted by the virus

FlREFHES, FERRPZTFHETHE, AZ
B, R, FRESHAEERRFEZF G AE

outbreak. During the prolonged closure of YWIEK Chongging
Rongke, the children were unable to meet their teachers and
classmates. Before the suspension, the kindergarten was a lively



place full of laughter and wonderful ideas. But in the past months

the children had to stay at home with their mums and dads for the
whole day.
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For parents, it was a challenge to make proper arrangements for
the children’s daily lives at home and to create age-appropriate
games and activities for the children. To help parents meet the
challenge, from the beginning of February, the research team of
early childhood education at Chor Hang Educational Research

Institute began to provide daily parent-child education resources
that can be used in the home environment.

“Our team wants to provide parents with some ideas and advice
on how to accompany their children at home from a professional

For the last two months, the team has made every effort to prepare
daily parent-child activity resources. These resources were sent
daily through the online learning platform to the parents after
the teachers discussing and organising them in their WeChat
group. Receiving different kinds of parents’ feedback, the team was
very glad to know that these resources resonated with children,
enriching the time parents spent with their children.

Furthermore, parents also used online resources for homemade
activities. A parent and his child from K3 created a chess game out
of old materials and filmed their own teaching video. It became
the love of all the families and a common hobby of all the children

in the class. Children and parents even shared their game insights
and tactics on WeChat!

Teachers and children missed each other very much after not being
together for so long. The kindergarten started a weekly online
Circle Time so that teachers and children could regularly connect,
say hello to each other, chat about the fun things they had been

doing on holiday, and participate in the various games and tasks
designed by the teachers.
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Based on the children’s conversation topics and interests, teachers
also made some activity videos, such as finger plays, science
experiments, storybook readings, indoor physical activities. K4
teachers and children made a sign language dance video to show
their gratitude to the people who performed duties faithfully during

the outbreak like medical personnel, police officers, and community
workers.

Although the outbreak temporarily separated our kindergarten
with the families, it did not stop their concerns for each other.
Childhood is precious, and we have worked hard to enable
children to spend this time in a fruitful and meaningful way. We

believe that no matter what happens in the world, life and learning
must continue.

07




HapE LIRE

Novel Online Learning

= ETE P R

xR he ke A FE R, EEREEEREE
FRTMEFET M FTHBRTT, FEATAREHFHK
WREFEY ., FRAEALEVILAZNR, AERFT
NERFBX, EERFHIMHBRFEI TR, AR
MEERFORAFE. 2FHAERATRADFEE
KRFEIHREE, BhF, i EHBXSHE AL
FEHEIRNED, ATHAL P —%pF,

RE—: BEPHF

DNEHP LET AR RNELH— KB HF LB
H, LR —ATFEFBFREGHFTONS. N “F
BN & T BAREALFERAER, RERXRH
ZEFER. FEBRMNOZTRS S — 57 BLRE
B, #mstit At A E, A XS, i A b
BEBENE, TERaTER, YOLEEAK,

RBEZ: RRASH: GEEARKERS

wEIG S TR EFE 1910 Fdk ALk
ROGFE—FILR K. BT E5HEN XZHFH R
¥, 2FARHLEHE S TRLALES, SFTAR
WML B S de AT A M B 35 R S A E AL
REGTHILMB, TRk THEREETE, Rl
ey LRI, BHEMAS LR R 6 Kk witde
HeTE. I pE. BRepE, AMISERHHEDY
JB 7T o

i

BE=: &IIE
NEIHEIEFNEF: BAZRAFFIXANME,
3B HILIEAMHEAY , BN RBERLENE, P
AP EILLE AT RO SLRE X 1525 H ot
AP o

REN: FREAHEMRBRLRES
HERZITHET P BLARRAE, FEFERGA
HHE R et BALILE T MRICKIR N ) RRAH, ot
TRE R AEIRA LA . FIE, %A
AA R R %R, MGt A X AR, &k A
kGt B 2SI, B RF T IIRATRF ) A
BN R RGN, F A

— ] e T

§e e
R R

$1§$.Iﬂl. BRAT, T
=, EABER. MEDAEE,

i i

i

EERDm!

M W sheibe e e




F—AMREAREET . RbEFR. W F4,
EERK, RN FAHTHOL AR E, AEY
F3, RAMER, Rl T, 3 TFTHERELT HRM
— XA FE T NE

rerldddnt) e

FRNTE

L

s

bt by

15!

In the face of the sudden outbreak of the novel coronavirus, YWIES
Shanghai Lingang carried out exploration of online teaching and
teacher training to keep learning during the school suspension.
Within a few weeks, we adjusted the teaching plan and teaching
form, prepared teaching materials and learning resources, making
sure that our online teaching would be smooth. In order to arouse
the students’ enthusiasm of online learning, teachers of various

subjects came up with novel ideas for learning projects and rich
content. Here are some examples.

Topic 1: Hand in the Epidemic

Jin Yan, Primary Chinese Teacher: We are facing the once-in-a-
century epidemic and it is also a once-in-a-century opportunity to
develop life education. Using “hands” as a talking point, we taught
children to know more about the people who work at the front line
fighting against the CODIV-19 and safeguarding our health. We
hope children understand more about this epidemic so they care
more about society and other people. At the same time, we hope

they will grow up after learning that there are difficult times in lives
that we need to face.

Topic 2: Inquiry and Comparison: Two Epidemic Situations
in a Century

Zhang Li, Primary Chinese History Teacher: In 1910, an epidemic
of pneumonic plague spread through the northeastern part of
China. Comparing the COVID-19 pandemic with it, students learn
to connect the reality to history and form their opinions on issues
like humans catching and eating wild animals indiscriminately
and the scientific ways of infection prevention and control. They
also express their ideas and suggestions on how to prevent the
same disasters from happening in the future. The study helps them
understand their national and social responsibilities. People can
gain inspiration from reviewing and recognising history.

Topic 3: Dujiangyan Irrigation System

Liu Zhiping, Primary Chinse Teacher: Through this project, we
hope students can invoke “Dujiangyan spirit”. Facing this once-in-a-
century pandemic, the Chinese people, as we also see, inherit this
kind of spirit of overcoming difficulty and turning things around.

Topic 4: To Study the Development Trend of the Coronavirus
in Different Provinces

Chen Liping, Maths Teacher: In this topic, we hope students can
learn the trend of the pandemic through the objective reality
reflected by data and compare the trends between different
provinces. At the same time, they can fully utilise online resources
by collecting and compiling statistics, choose appropriate charts to
show the statistics and apply different mathematics knowledge to
analyse the trends from different angles.

Everyone at Yew Wah is actively learning. We — school, teachers,
students, or even parents — all have new ideas about education.
Real learning is meant to teach students according to their aptitude
and local conditions, and the current pandemic has given us such a
learning opportunity.
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The Benefits of E-Learning in Primary
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In times like this when we are forced to change and adapt, it is easy
to feel bad about our situations. However, in YWIES Guangzhou's

“We can see who has turned in the homework and who hasn't.”

Primary school it has been wonderful to see our teachers, students “IHike that | can type on the black board.”
and families focus on all the benefits of online learning. Seeing
these positive attitudes when continuing to adapt to and persist
throughout challenges is one of the many things that make Yew

Year 3 students said:
Wah a great place to learn and become leaders of the future.

“ can earn awards in the class.”

“l can ask questions in the chat room and participate in class games

Our teachers showed how much they cared as they took time to on the blackboard at the same time.”

prepare for the e-learning and worked long hours to adapt their
lessons to the new needs of students without being physically “I'like how the teacher makes fun games for us to play in class.”
present with their students. Many families saw this first hand and
gave positive feedback about the great lessons they had seen. At
the same time, teachers were glad to see some parents assisting
their child and learning alongside them in some of our lessons. We

believe that our parents also appreciated the extra time they spent
with their children at the e-learning.

Year 1 students said:

“In normal class you usually can't see the faces of many other

classmates as you are looking forwards but in Classin you can see
other classmates’ faces.”

“We enjoy using the ABC selector tool for questions/quizzes.”
Most importantly, there have been a lot of benefits for our students.
They learnt all the functions in Classin and in doing so, developing

“I like using the ‘Responder’ tool for answering questions.”
their IT skills. For example, our Upper Primary students developed

their keyboarding skills as they typed their answers to questions. We can record and video ourselves for homework which is fun.
Furthermore, we could see students developing their character “We get more attention from the teacher when we are in smaller
by being patient when things didn’t work the first time, problem

groups.”
solving to find out how to use a new tool, and being trustworthy

and responsible for using the online tools appropriately.

“We like being able to work with the screen like drawing lines to
link pictures with words.”

Our students also enjoyed this new learning process of using
information technology to access their lessons. Here is what some
of our students think about e-learning.

Year 5 students said:

“I like e-learning because there are so many fun tools in ClassIn that
keep me interested and motivated.”
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When we talk about the integration of the East and West in
education, we usually expect that it happens mainly in the fields
of language and culture. For Yew Wah, the integration goes
deeper and wider to include philosophy, curriculum and teaching
methods.

YWIES uses the Chinese National Curriculum of Primary and
Secondary Education and enriches it with high quality education
resources and education philosophy from overseas. Our
Mathematics teaching is quite representative of how we integrate
the Eastern and Western techniques. People often think of
Mathematics as memorising formulae and doing a lot of drills in
order to gain high scores. But does mathematics learning has to be
like this?

At Yew Wah, how do we deliver our Mathematics teaching?

1 Learning Maths and Applying What We Learn in Daily
Life

Example A: Grade Two, finding numbers in daily life

The students in Grade Two learnt numbers up to ten thousand
through online learning recently. In order to help the students
understand abstract numbers more, their Maths teacher Perry Liu
encouraged them to learn the concept of numbers by counting
common objects in daily life. For example, when teaching numbers
up to ten thousand, he asked them to illustrate the decimal system
using daily goods. To his delight, they came up with many great
answers.

Mr Liu assigned a special video homework for the children to help
them understand numbers above ten thousand better. In order
to produce the video, all the students worked actively on various
tasks, such as searching for data online, writing scripts, making a
background for recording, editing, proofreading and even making
sure their outfits and hairstyles were appropriate. Their polished
products impressed Mr Liu. He feels the children have the talent to
become professional broadcasters and producers, and they worked
efficiently.

Example B: Grade Three, developing the “Financial 1.Q.” of
children through Maths teaching

Nowadays, more and more people prefer to use electronic
payments. So it is difficult for children to appreciate and learn how
numbers and currency work in transactions.

Maths Teacher Humphrey He therefore designed a lot of teaching
activities to simulate the processes of shopping, auctions and sales
in which students could understand the price of goods and the
relationship between dollars and cents.

Traditional Maths teaching in China is successful in developing
students’ understanding of numbers as well as their “Financial 1.Q.".
At Yew Wah, Maths teachers implement Western teaching methods
such as group projects, simulations and debates to complement the
advantages of traditional Maths teaching.

2 Adapting Teaching to Develop Students’ Thinking Skills

Regarding the approach of “for different grades, use different
teaching methods “, Mr Harry He, Mathematics Subject Leader,
shared with us: “When we teach Mathematics, we not only impart
knowledge, but also cultivate students” ability to analyse and solve
problems. Children of all ages have different characteristics in their
thinking and we need to pay attention to this in teaching.

“In the Primary school, we should pay more attention to how to get
information, and the completion and revision of homework. In the
Secondary school, we shift the focus to independent exploration,
explanation and self-reflection.”

About identifying the “turning points” in Maths education, Mr

Humphrey He, Mathematics Teacher, shared with us:

“The turning points in the development of students’ thinking can
be found in Grade Three and Grade Six. These are the key stages in
their cognitive development.

“Preschool children mainly use physical movement and visual
stimuli in their thinking; from Grade One, children start establishing
their abstract thinking; from Grade Three, children’s abstract



thinking and creativity may improve dramatically; from Grade Six,
students may achieve rapid progress in skills such as reasoning,
summarising and induction. We therefore seek to seize these
opportunities to accelerate children’s development during key
stages. We design Maths classes based on students” development
and seek to inspire our children to enjoy Mathematics. We hope
that they will eventually develop all-round abilities in Maths and
reasoning.”

3 Finding the Beauty in Maths

At Primary level, students learn basic ideas in geometry such as
cardinal points and geometric shapes. If students just sit in the
classroom and listen to what the teachers say, they may feel that
the concepts are abstract and difficult to understand. Let's see how
our Maths teachers guide their learning.

Example C: Treasure hunt in the playground

In a class on cardinal points and angles, Maths Teacher Humphrey
He created a treasure hunt activity. He told the students that
the mysterious treasure could only be found by applying the
knowledge they would gain in that day’s lesson.

The students rushed to the playground with a treasure map and a
list of clues from the teacher. The clues may be “One step equals 0.5
metre, and two steps equal one metre”, or “Facing north, turn 45
degrees and walk about 20 metres.”

Example D: Measuring and calculating the area of the
quadrangle of our campus.

Our school’s architecture is full of geometric shapes, giving the
teachers the inspiration to design interesting outdoor teaching
activities.

In teaching students to calculate the area of a triangle, Maths
Teacher Vicky Ren found an innovative way to test the abilities
of the children to apply what they learnt. She asked the children
to measure the campus’s quadrangle. On its ground geometric
patterns were drawn. The pattern can be divided into several
triangles so that the total area of the quadrangle can be measured.
The children were divided into groups to discuss the problem,
devise a solution, measure and collect the data. Finally, they
calculated the area of the polygon by applying what they had
learnt in the classroom.

4 Connecting Students with the Rest of the World

The school encourages students with talent in Maths to take part
in international Maths competitions. Through these competitions,
our students can engage in exchanges with overseas students,
broaden their views and build confidence to carry out further study
in the academic field.

Last semester, our students took part in the American Maths
League and achieved good results. Among the 50 participating
students, 30 won the third prize, 14 won the second prize, and five
won the first prize. One student won the bronze medal in AMCS8.

Both Eastern and Western teaching methods have their strengths.
We hope our teaching can integrate the good features of both
approaches, thereby becoming appealing, informative and well
structured. We aim to develop students’ creativity and problem
solving skills. With constant innovation and revision, our Maths
teachers are able to develop a distinctive Yew Wah style, based on
our education philosophy that combines the essence of the East
and West.
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