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Brazilian Treasure

BEERZBEY)LEF S EZEIN Leah Zhang. Vera Shu & Wendy Gnitka

Leah Zhang, Vera Shu & Wendy Gnitka, K4B Co-Teachers, YWIEK Qingdao
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One student of class K4B is from Brazil, and he shared many photos
of his life in Brazil with his classmates. The sharing aroused the
students’ interest in this South American country. Some comments
and questions were raised: “Teacher, why are they wearing short
sleeves over there?”, “Wow, their beach is so beautiful, and | want
to sleep on itl”, and “I know Brazil, and | want my mother to take
me to Brazill”

During group time, the teacher showed the Chinese flag and the
Brazilian flag and asked the children to observe the differences
between them. Their responses were: “Teacher, our flag is red and
has five stars, and the Brazilian flag is green, yellow and blue.” The
children also learnt that the Brazilian flag has a diamond and a
circle. The circle contains 27 white stars centred on the southern
star, symbolising “order and progress”.

Other questions the children asked were: “How good are the tanks
in Brazil?”, “What animals are there in the jungle in Brazil?”, “How
beautiful is the rainforest in Brazil?”

The children learnt that Brazil's rainforest has the widest waterfall
in the world - the Iguazu Falls. They also learnt about the otter, an
amphibian that can grow to 1.5-1.8 metres long...bigger than our
bodies! “Teacher, the rainforest in Brazil is so beautiful! | really want
to see it!l”, “Why don’t we turn the classroom into a rainforest, too!”

The children began to
create and decorate their
own “tropical rainforest”.
They created big trees,
butterflies, and little otters
in a river. Also, there
are beautiful parrots!
Do you like our “tropical
rainforest”?
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ECE Culture Week

BEERFFFRT MRELHHEREIT Heloisa Carvalho K A EA

Heloisa Carvalho & Maple Lu, ECE Teachers, YWIES Guangzhou
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Every year YWIES Guangzhou celebrates Culture Week and this
year’'s theme was about the Middle Ages. The ECE Department
got together and agreed to take part in this whole school cultural
activity.

We thought that we could focus on Marco Polo and his travels
along the Silk Road all the way to China. This theme would be
more meaningful for our younger children as they are aware their
English teachers come from the West and live in the East!

The children did lots of fun activities and soon became more and
more interested and involved in the history of Marco Polo.

The young K2 and K3 children focused more on the way Marco
Polo travelled and were able to make their own boats out of clay.
They also found out about the things Marco Polo found in the
East like spices, jewelry, and silk. They observed silkworms in the
classroom and discovered how silk is made.

The older children not only experienced the way Marco Polo
travelled and the kind of clothing he wore, but pretended to take
the route Marco Polo used and discovered Persia where they made
colourful mosaics. They also looked at the Himalayas and modelled
their own mountains using salt dough and finally reached Chinal
Together teachers and children learnt lots of things about Marco
Polo’s home country - Italy. The children painted the flag, looked at
the shape of the country and where it is located on the world map,
and discussed the food Italians like to eat and a famous artist called
Michelangelo.

We explored what happened such a long time ago. It was very
interesting and fascinating. On the last day of Culture Week the
children, teachers and ayis got dressed up in western and eastern
medieval clothes. Even Marco Polo came to visit us! The children
were very excited to share their experiences with their families as
they joined us that day.
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Field Trip to Study Pottery and Lacquer Art
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In March, the Upper Primary Class of YWIS Rizhao
went on a field trip to the Rizhao Polytechnic
to experience pottery making and learn about
a lacquer art course. It was a chance for the
students to apply what they had been learning to
real-world practice.

Ms Zhang, a Ceramic Art teacher from Rizhao
Polytechnic, together with several students
majoring in Ceramics, introduced our students to
the professional production process of ceramics
and different instruments. YWIS students had a
chance to use the skills they had learnt at school
in a professional art studio. Also, they improved
their teamwork skills as they completed the tasks
in groups.

Mr Shen, a teacher from Rizhao Polytechnic,
talked about "traditional Chinese lacquer art”,
the featured course of Rizhao Polytechnic, and
showed many exquisite lacquer works. The

students learnt the raw materials of lacquer works
and different lacquer art genres. They were so amazed by those
magnificent works they saw and touched.

The students enjoyed working at the site as they were able to see
and be inspired by the art works on display. They were able to
speak to the artists and find out what inspired the artists to create
their art works.
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My Child’s Happy Childhood Experience from K2 to K5
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K5B Leng Yingxuan’'s Mother, YWIEK Shanghai
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| am an advocate of natural education and follow the natural law
of early childhood development. Yew Wah'’s “holistic education”
philosophy is very appealing to me since it allows children to
grow up in a natural and harmonious atmosphere. My son, Leng
Yingxuan (Tommy), is a little boy in class K5B. He is smart, sensitive,
well-behaved but introverted. Yew Wah has given him space
to grow psychologically and physically in a unique and warm
atmosphere.

“Be Patient” and “Do Not Intervene” in Daily Life —
Waiting for Flowers to Bloom

The concept of “slow education” and holistic education approach
fits Tommy’s needs since it supports the development of children
whose cognitive development is slightly slower than intellectual
development. Being trusted and given enough time, Tommy was
able to grow through the developmental stages. For example,
when Tommy was in K2, he did not like to get dirty and always
refused to touch things such as mud or paint. When other
children’s artwork began to improve, Tommy was still focusing on
block construction and hesitated to play with paints and crafts.
However, under the guidance of the teachers and artists-in-
residence at Yew Wah, he later could calmly and joyfully play with
all sorts of art materials, create artwork, and experience the infinite
imagination of creative art.

Tommy started to like painting after K4. The kindergarten teachers
and | had been patient enough to wait for this moment.

Thinking and Creativity in Learning — “Igniting a Fire”

The project-based approach at Yew Wah is one of my favourite
approaches of holistic education. This approach is not “filling a
bucket with water” but “igniting a fire”. Under the project-based
approach, the teacher guides children to varied ways of thinking,
treats children the same as adults, and discusses with the whole
class about the topics. Children list all the project questions and
work with their peers and adults. Every time when Tommy studied
a project, | could always learn something new from him.

Tommy benefited from the various kinds of learning approaches.
Project activities gave him the ability to share with others. Activities
in which he was required to work independently gave him the skill
to work under his own initiative and encouraged him to become
an active learner and thinker.

From “Needing Courage” to “Being Natural” —
A Transformation

Tommy'’s sensitivity and introversion makes him nervous on
the stage. Even if he is happy to perform, he will not be able to
fully express his ideas when he steps on the stage. Every time,
Tommy needs a lot of encouragement to go on the stage. Since
K2, the only stage where Tommy has been comfortable is the
Kindergarten's. He performed in the New Year activity for his class,
for the whole grade at the round-hall, and even performed at two
different performances in the opening show. In K4, his teacher
Charnie encouraged the children to share stories and picture books
every week. Charnie and | witnessed Tommy’s transformation from
a timid boy to a kid who boldly raised his hands in class and freely
expressed himself.

In order to be a good model, | have also tried my best to follow this
holistic education approach by treating the young child equally,
participating in every stage of his growth, and actively working
as a parent volunteer. | hope that children can be physically and
psychologically healthy in the warm and beautiful home of Yew
Wah International Education Kindergarten. They shall smile, think,
share and become well-educated and independent children
with an international mindset, having a colourful and beautiful
childhood.
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My Teacher Is Called Ciccy
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K4A Sun Xiaoxi (Ciccy)'s Mother, YWIEK Shanghai
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Ciccy is five years old and she is in class K4A. In many ways, she is
my teacher. Her curiosity is a thousand times stronger than mine.
Every day, she keeps asking me tons of questions. Ciccy has taught
me to ask questions and search for answers to all sorts of things in
our world. This has made me acquire a lot of knowledge.

One night after dinner, Ciccy taught me a new word she learnt at
school - snail. | immediately thought of the two snails we raised in
a plastic box on the balcony. | had been ignoring them for many
days! | rushed to the balcony and brought the box inside. There
was no water or food left in the box, and the two snails seemed to
be dehydrated and each had only a thin shell. Ciccy asked: “Mom,
are the snails dead?” and then burst into tears. | put some water
and leaves into the plastic box hoping the snails would come back
to life, but nothing happened. | said, "Maybe, they will come back
to life tomorrow morning! Let’s go to sleep and see if a miracle will
occur tomorrow.”

The first thing Ciccy did the next morning was to check on the
snails. “Wow! The big snail is alivel The big snail is alive!" Her cheers
gave us immense joy! The snails were alive and thriving, moving
slowly in their own world!

After that, Ciccy always remembered to check on her snail friends
and give them water and vegetables. Ciccy and | researched more
about snails. We read, "Snails are good at adapting their routines in
order to survive". Ciccy and | learnt this lesson by heart! The snail's
ability to survive left us in awe!

For me, the most important thing isn’t about learning English
words or the habits of snails. It's about Ciccy's reaction, awakening
my love for and raising my interest in the lives of small animals.

Thank you so much teacher Ciccy! | am always willing to learn from
youl!
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Our First Spring Fashion Show

REEFRHBEYILEERE HE S Ronan Kiely

Ronan Kiely, Western Co-Teacher, YWIEK Chongging Forte
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Spring officially arrived at YWIEK Chongging Forte as the students
participated in our first annual spring fashion show. Our bright
young learners showed off their ingenuity and style by creating
unique pieces for the show.

The show opened to the students from K5 singing a beautiful
rendition of “Spring Is Here”. These bright young learners wowed
the audience with their melodic voices and cheerful smiles.

The K5 students chose the theme of kites and umbrellas for their
part of the show. The boys designed kites for the occasion and the
girls hand-painted umbrellas. As they hit the stage it was obvious
that they enjoyed the occasion immensely. Next on the catwalk
were the students of K2 showing off their spring-themed jewelry
and T-shirts. Walking down a catwalk in front of over 100 people
must have been a particularly daunting task for this group of two-
and three-year-olds. They proved to be up for the challenge as
they confidently strolled down the catwalk. The students of K3 and
K4 rounded off the occasion with their amazing capes, skirts and
masks, all beautifully decorated on spring themes.

All in all, the occasion was a resounding success. This would not
have been possible without the hard work and dedication of our
amazing support staff who also played key roles in the planning of
the event. All the students who participated were a testament to
their amazing teams of teachers, who worked diligently to ensure
the show ran smoothly from start to finish.
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Learning Story of Silkworms
BEERHEFHILEEXRBMEPXEZINEFIE

Nicole Gao, Chinese Co-Teacher, YWIEK Chongqging Rongke (Translated by Teacher Sherry Zhong)
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Yew Wah International Education Kindergarten promotes
project-based learning, which focuses on a theme that children
are interested in and at the same time find worth studying and
exploring. It relates teaching contents to the problems or challenges
in practice, and the development of projects relies on children’s
interest. During the learning process, children face challenges, ask
questions, and solve problems by themselves while teachers play
the role of a supporter and a consultant, asking questions that
encourage children to think deeper, providing suitable research
materials, creating a learning environment and so on. Throughout
a project, children learn and explore co-operatively, creating a self-
governing and organised learning atmosphere.

During a class conversation, a child talked about his grandma
keeping silkworms. This aroused the curiosity of other children
about silkworms. Then the children asked plenty of questions,
for example, “How do silkworms eat mulberry leaves?” "How do
silkworms become butterflies?” “What else do silkworms eat besides
mulberry leaves?” The unique growth characteristics and life cycle
of silkworms provided a valuable opportunity of observation,
discovery, thinking and exploration. Aware of the children’s
interest, the teachers brought a box of silkworms to the classroom
the next day.

With the arrival of the silkworms, the children’s desire to explore
became stronger. They took care of silkworms proactively, like
feeding them mulberry leaves, and cleaning up their excrement.
The children drew or wrote on paper about what they found
during the process of looking after the silkworms. They were
excited about their findings: “I saw a small horn on the silkworm'’s
taill” This led to a group discussion about the structure of silkworms.

As time went by, the silkworms slowly grew up and turned into
cocoons. According to the daily observation, by reading books
and information about silkworms, the children already knew that
silkworm cocoons are in the shape of ellipse, and can be yellow
or multi-coloured, and silkworm cocoons can be made into silk
and used to make fabric and clothes. Then, the teachers and
the children together discussed and developed an activity to

experience the process of making cloth from silk. The children co-
operated closely — they prepared materials together, discussed
what everyone should do, and eventually, pulled out silk from the
cocoons successfully. The teachers even brought a loom to the
classroom to let the children know how silk fabric is made from
silk threads. The parents were invited to help us look up for silk
products and bring them to class to share. As times went on, silk
moths flew out from the cocoons, and the children were amazed,
“Silk moths” antennae look like a knife; it is bending.” In surprise,
they also found out that silk moths laid grey eggs.

The project-based learning of silkworms lasted more than two
months. At the end of the learning journey, the children were
eager to share what they had learnt about silkworms with other
children and teachers. After discussion and taking the teachers’
advice, the children decided to make a book about silkworms;
it was designed, drawn and published by themselves. And as a
highlight of the project, we played a drama The Life of Silkworm.
Children rehearsed the drama, handmade the poster and props
together, and presented a wonderful performance to other classes
and teachers.

During the early childhood education period, project-based
learning is used to cultivate children’s critical thinking ability,
problem-solving ability, team co-operation ability and self-
management ability. We believe that all these will be the motive
power of children’s lifelong learning. In the learning process,
teachers connect children’s interest with knowledge and skills
in the related fields. We believe children have not only gained
knowledge, but also learnt to face challenges and difficulties, and
experienced happiness and sense of achievement in this journey of
learning.
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Yew Wah International Education School of Shanghai Lingang
LiBTEREHERERE 2 S 201306
2 Yinlian Road, Pudong District, Shanghai 201306
HiE Tel : +86 21 6118 0800
f&H Fax:+86 216118 0801
HER Email : enquiry.shpd@ywies.com
P4k Website: www.ywies-shpd.com

VIR EIRR
Yew Wah International Education School of Guangzhou
I"HEHTESEEFRREMmE 9 S 510897
9 Xue'er Street, Huadong Town, Huadu District, Guangzhou,
Guangdong 510897
HiE Tel: +86 20 6290 3388
f&H Fax: +86 20 8683 2669
BB Email: enquiry.gz@ywies.com
M3k Website: www.ywies-gz.com

ViR & T E R E
Yew Wah International Education School of Tongxiang
Hl&tRs TR RAHRKIE 88 5 314515
88 He Yue Avenue, Gao Qiao Town, Tongxiang, Zhejiang, 314515
Hi§ Tel: +86 573 8896 6605
f&H Fax: +86 573 8896 6992
HBR Email: enquiry.tx@ywies.com
M3t Website: http:;//www.ywies-tx.com

Vit EE SRR M EEE
Yew Wah International Education School of Beijing
EERTAARZEFRAF LR KA HHFEEFHNEE HB% 100176
B&P IEP, Liangshuihe Erjie, BDA, Daxing District, Beijing 100176
Eif Tel:+86 10 8783 6006/8783 6000
HHE Email:enquiry.bj@ywies.com
M3k Website:www.ywies-bj.com

W BE& Rizhao
WWF& ARTHEX BER 368 5 276826
368 Wulian Road, Donggang District, Rizhao, Shandong 276826
EiF Tel: +86 633 819 2800
f£H Fax: +86 633 819 2801
EHf Email: rz-enquiry@ywisschool.com
Pk Website: www.ywis-rz.com

W #4)ll Shenzhen
FYTRELEELRERESXEI#BEX 518052
Block B 9/F, Xin Lv Dao Building, Nanshan District, Shenzhen
518052
EiE Tel: +86 755 82469772
f&H Fax: +86 755 26672002
EHf Email: ywtc@yewwah.com
Pk Website: www.ywtc-sz.com

V Li&HE Shanghai
LismiEFHE KB 823-825 & 87 SEZH XX 200129
87 Green New World, Lane 823-825, Changdao Road, Pudong,
Shanghai 200129
HiF Tel: +86 21 5025 2077
HER Email: admission.sh@ywiek.com
M3t Website: www.ywiek-sh.com

Y EF it E Chongqing Forte
BETHAHLMR &M XiE 81 SEiHIRE 401122
Forte Beauty Villa, 81 Jin Yu Avenue, New Northern Zone,
Chongqing 401122
HiF Tel: +86 23 8816 7058
EER Email: admission.cqfd@ywiek.com
Pk Website: www.ywiek-cq.com/fd

W E KR E Chongqging Rongke
BEETALRXEER 77 SMEHEERE D AH 401122
77 Yuan Yang Road, Rongke Oak Lake County D Section, New
Northern Zone, Chongqing 401122
HiE Tel: +86 23 8872 6118
HER Email: admission.cqrk@ywiek.com
Mk Website: www.ywiek-cq.com/rk

W i®YIE Shenzhen
AT RLE B A% FE = BB EE /N X 518053
Ruiheyena, Shenwan San Road, Baishi Road, Nanshan District,
Shenzhen 518053
Hi§ Tel: +86 755 8626 8901
PR Email: admission.sz@ywiek.com
M3k Website: www.ywiek-sz.com

VY HEEE Rizhao
ILF&E A RTHEX LERE 368 5 276826
368 Wulian Road, Donggang District, Rizhao, Shandong 276826
HiE Tel: +86 633 819 2666
Eff Email: admission.rz@ywiek.com
Pk Website: www.ywiek-rz.com

WV & 5 E Qingdao
ILWFEBSTEFEARAFLEKITILE 72 5 266555
72 Tai Hang Shan Lu, Economic & Technology Development Zone,
Huangdao, Shandong 266555
HHiF Tel: +86 532 8699 9363
EfR Email: admission.qd@ywiek.com
Pk Website: www.ywiek-qd.com

W it = Beijing
EETHERENEE 5 SAFhAERT F # 100025
Block F, East Gate, Honglingjin Park, No. 5 Houbalizhuang,
Chaoyang District, Beijing 100025
HiE Tel: +86 10 8581 9223 / 8581 8466
EER Email: ITEC@bj.ycef.com
Pk Website: www.ywitec.com

YV LiBEEFEEHEF L YALC Shanghai
LigmiiLdx 600 S 200336
600 Gubei Road, Shanghai 200336
i Tel: +86 21 6234 0011/ 6219 1706
f&H Fax: +86 21 6261 2812
@R Email: info@sh.yalc-global.com
M3t Website: www.yalc-sh.com

VS RERZHE D YALC Yantai
ILWFEEBETEFEARFLEXILE 9 S 264006
9 Tianshan Road, Yantai Economic & Technological Development
Zone, Shandong 264006
HiF Tel: +86 535 638 3841/ 638 3483
f&H Fax: +86 535 638 3483
B Email: info@yt.yalc-global.com
ik Website: www.yalc-yt.com

FHEBAREEEHNANENAE, EERFNHPAREZN, FRESHUBIFME. V. BRYAHBAE.
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