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Building on a

lite

Betty Chan picked up
the baton handed to
her by her mother and
ensured Yew Chung
school continues its

passionate mission

Ada Lee
sdabetdcmpoom

Eduscation nans in Dr Betty Chan
Pa-king's I".l.rl'u]:.'.

Her mother staned what
would become a lnsting legacy
during a tirne of instabiling and
poverty, with a civil war raging on
thir maindancd.

Tsang Chor-hang. then just
16, decided toset upaschool with
hier friemds,

"By mother thought educa-
Gy v the et el tive way to
make China stronger and, as a
Christian, she believed letting
il ren ke alout God was the
bt gift shee coubd ghee 1o them,”
s sabdl,

The school, Yew Wah, which
literally means *bainging gory to
China™, stantedwith a small el
oo at the comeer of Bute Street
and Nathan Road in 1927

It -I_"..'I.'I!ﬁl.?l""_ﬁ'l‘l’.l.‘l\[tllt'l"ﬂ"d ATy
whan iz voday the Yew Chung
Intemational School, which moaw
his campuses in !!nnﬁ_ L’,i}mj_'_ o
the mainband and i the Unied
Sinfes

Chhan b8 th schood s dinecior,

Yew Wah offercd primary
edhacation tochildeen lhing inthe
neatby Kowloon neighbour-
hoed, teaching Chinese poetry
and gospel Stons,

Bt i s &l p'l.'l.'in a.n'ilint;,

Somie of thee founchers sugpest-
i closing ihe school after thoee
yisars i it had run out of FHOTEEY.,
Bart the others inststed on camy-
ing on because parents had al-
rt-:ub_.-;n.idll-u-irrﬁ-g.

=Atthat tme, school feeswere
pakd in e, 5o cven though there
was nothing else ledr, I:I‘1r1l,' Tued
rice v eat. They didn’ 1ake any
salany,” Chan sakd

Tiang became principal
whien she was just 19 and when
she pot akder became known as
“HauClheung Po Po®, or principal
grandema.

Iy oy, my madher wasa
hetging. Sl was very capable,”
Chian sadd.

She recalled how parenis fol-
I riteeals to decide when
theelr children should star school,
taking into account their binth
tirme ared dates.

As for the voungsters, they
had to tum up dressed smarthy
and apply themseboes dl!ig{'nlt:,'
1o their bessons.

In 1932, Yew Wah was re-
placed by Yew Chung. with its
first carmpias in Sal Yee Street. The
schod was foroed to close seven
years later with the outbreak of
the second world war. It re-

opened in 1945 and had its first
batch of post-war graduates the
following year.

Chan eventually siarbed at ihe
schionl, bast it wasn't easy for her.

“When someane had to be
mahe an cxample o, Dvwoudd wsy-
alhy b the first, 1o show thene was

ikt o

. .JF?';#" :‘\i-';:a*;" -:"_l.'.; A .
Tsang Chor-hang probably had ne ldea of the legacy she would leave when she set up a school with her friends in 1927, which has over the years had mamy pupils pass through its gates. Photos: SCMP Pictures

Making local schools an
attractive bargain again

My mother
thought
education would
make China
stronger

R BETTY CHAN (FICTURID)

=
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o bias,® she said. Tsang even-
fually decided it woukd be better
ﬁhlmdmuf by st ot it
andiher 20 Chan beft Yew
Churg after Primary Four.,

Taang retired after fowr dec-
ades of teaching and closed the
school.

Chan, who had trained as a
teacher in the United States,
staned working in a kindergarien
operated by Caritas,

She chid not e it strict, trwdi-
thonal sivle and staned using dw
more relaced, modem theories
she had been exposed to in
Americn.

“Mursery is the first place a
toddler spends time outside
home, 50 it has to be comfort-
able,” Chan said, adding that
vt kindergarten teachers then
b juast & high school educaton.

In 1972, Chan opened a nurs-
ery in Kent Road, Kowloon Tong,

and in honour of her mother
named it Yew Chung.

A kdmedbergarten followed. then
the primary section in 1985 and
seeomiary n 1562,

Her niece Lydia Chan Lai-
seng. who also works at the
school, started at Yew Chung
wihen fust 18 months old and was
amaong thi first graduates of the
International Baccalmmeate pro-
grafmme, which stanted n 2000,
Shewent on o attend Cambaidge
and Crdord umiversities.

Betty Chan sakl she decided
b open an intemational primany
school after overhearing a con-
versatlon between a German
fmtheer and his teenage son. who
wis ain s winy 10 Tadweam to study
Chinese

1 fouured the dind very insight -
ful in wanting his son to leam
Chinese,” she sald. "My first de-
Free s in primany edwcation, g0l
thought | could try starting an
initemnational primany schopl®

Chan said most Enternational
schoals just brought Ina currou-
lum from elsewhere, but she
thought “intemational” should
mesan an integration of different
cultures, Instead of onby Wiestern,

The school adopied a bilin-

policy, so Chiness and Eng-
lish have the same stanes. [t has
itwo principals, anie representing
the Western culturne, the other
ome Chinese,

*Parents enrol their children
in our schoal bicase thiny trust
s, she gabd. “Sometimes [ feed a
lot of pressane s this style of edu-
cation i rmy dwn invention.”
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Quality education will stem the tide of pupils to
ESF and international institutions, veteran says

The government shoulkd adopt a
e fomvennd - booldng viston and
clearcr direction in aducation 10
attract lpcal puptls back to local
schsnls, the director of the Yew
Chung Intemational School siys,

Dy Betty Chan Po-king alsa
called for more resources for
intermational schools ta help
them cope with the heavy
dernand for places.

Hex comamenyts G af i G
when intemational school places
are in short supply. as local par-
ents turn to the institutions for
what they perceive as supplying
a better education for their
chikdren.

According 1o povernment fig-
ures, 13.7 per cent of the pupils
in intermational and English
Schools Foundation schools ang
permanent reskdents without a
foreign passpart,

Chan said the BOVErnment
should allocate more resounces
1o intemational schools, so they
could build more camparies. Yew
Chung has a long waiting list and
there are fev places for pupils
whi did neod start with the school
ai kinderparten level

The government shoubd im-
prove the education system
across the board ar bocal schools,
Chan said. “In the past, thene
WEDE JUST D0 mMany changes in
the curriculum,” she said,
explaining why some local par-

| government expenditure
(P oy o e e e i

'”": d -:I;_..L;hi‘-
| ferzomy

ents had lost confidence in bocal
schools, "W have seen mary dif-
ferent peophe i the post of edu-
cation minister and permanent
FOCTCLary, (o0,

Shee sadd the eity should frst
improve thie quakity of its nurser-
jes and kindergartend, 40 chil-
dren had a solld foundation for
further studles. “The Education
Bureau should have a clearer
direction on what kind of educa-
thom the childiven willl pecehe.”

Thie school charges an annual

fee of HESS4, 930 10 HIE$150,607
for early childhood education,
HES158,5680 for primary and
HES154, 390 to HKS157.920 for
seCcomwlary,
Asked whether high school
fiees limibted queality education to
wisalthy famdlies, Chan sadd edu-
cation wis expengive but the pri-
ority was that parcnis agreed
with the schoeol's approach and
judged the edhucation it provided
as worth the price

Chan's nbece, Lydia Chan Lai-
seng, who alsoe works at the
schoal, sakd that a higher quality
of education at lecal schools
would bessien the niced for parents
10 loak for alternatives for thelr
children. “If the govemment was
willling fo Ernvest, thre wioukdnt
T iy o] fiof paivats schiools ™
she zald.

The proportion of total gov-
ermumient spending that went 1o
education for this financial year
was 20.4 per cént, up from 1856
percent for the previous year,
Al Lee



