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Welcome to our Primary School! We believe that your child is in the
best place to make progress not only academically, but also in their
21st century skills as well as their social and emotional development.
Our aim is for our students to become kind, productive global
citizens. We believe that partnered together with you we can achieve
it.

The Primary Leadership team leads our school in developing best
practices for learning and teaching. The team consists of two leaders,
both Western and Chinese, who coordinate the direction and daily
running of the Primary School as well as one Chinese and one
Western Learning and Teaching Coordinators who work closely with
our teaching teams to ensure they are well equipped to develop the
best in our students.
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This learning environment allows for interactions between students
and teachers that model real life learning situations. Within these
flexible learning spaces we can use a variety of groupings which
enhances our ability to tailor to students' individual needs and fosters
a true sense of collaboration.
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Jane Martuneac Kang, Primary Coordinator
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Primary Learning Communities are an open-plan, multifunctional
learning space. Teachers collaboratively, while students utilise the
space both independently and in flexible groupings.

The design of the Learning Communities allows students to carry out
their learning in a varied manner, aiding the uptake of knowledge and
diverse skills. In addition, the space facilitates the advanced develop-
ment of students’ social or “soft” skills, which is highly advantageous
for their progression through school and beyond.

| should stress that the nature of the Learning Communities means
that students thoroughly enjoy their school day and take readily to
the process of learning.

NFZIHEFREFHHESENFEI=E, ZIMHRFASURET
MY SHESARBANEGEILARGEZEAELFAER, AXE, Z
FNRBEHNEZEZINRE, MNRETEFENMIATKE, EF—
ROE, ZFNHREREZIEIPFIARFHER, XHLMINZ

A&,

Jane Liu, LC Chinese Co-teacher
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How is the YCIS Learning Community defined?

& Y S SRR R AN E XY ?

The Learning Community model operating at YCIS Beijing supports staff and students to
share physical and intellectual spaces that encourage active learning, connections across
the curriculum, and the development of learning dispositions which meet the needs of
their generation. The community of staff, students and parents work together to build a
strong sense of belonging.

A Learning Community consists of approximately 70 to 100 students and a teaching
team - both general and specialist - who work within flexible groupings and spaces. The
teaching team assigned to each community collaborates consistently, sharing planning
and ideas to bring greater depth, breadth and coherence to the individual learning
needs of each student.
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How does the Learning Community's philosophy
respond to the changing future?

F S HEMFRIE S AR T FE# T LRI R R ?

The Learning Community model understands that we are preparing students for a future
that is ever-changing and one which no one can quite fathom; however, the top skills we
know they will need, and that the Learning Community helps to foster, are those of
collaboration, communication and innovation.
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Compared with traditional classrooms, what has
changed in the Learning Community environment?

MEGRHEMRLL, FIRRFNIFELE T HLTHL?

In the Learning Community environment, students have access to a wider range of
educators and groupings that span different spaces. Without the restraints of a tradition-
al classroom, large scale activities and project work can be done in a more efficient and
effective way.
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What is the learning schedule of the Learning Community?

F I HEFRNIRT B 2R ?

Each day, students will engage in activities connected to the YCIS curriculum standards
that cover the core curriculum areas. These are English, Chinese, Mathematics, Social
Studies and Science. Depending on the situation, this learning can be integrated; such
as, students may do a report on the Nile River which would cover both historical curricu-
lum standards and literacy curriculum standards. Other times, standards will be explicitly
taught; such as a mathematics unit on fractions.
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» P O 5 / In the Learning Community, how do the students and
# teachers work together?

/ - wEFIHEE, FEMPEFEZITS I ITIER?

The students in the Learning Community will be grouped into different subsections with
a co-teaching pair assigned to them for registration purposes and as the first point of
contact for parents. Students do not however stay in these subsections throughout their
time in the Learning Community. Rather, they will work in changeable and mixed group-
ings with all the teachers and students of the Learning Community, forming a broad
range of academic and social relationships.
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O 6 / What are the differences in student assessment
. in the Learning Community?

\ SRR, MR ARE?

We engage in self, peer and teacher assessment both for the curriculum standards as well
as the “Dimensions of Learning”: Collaboration, Perseverance, Self-Regulation, Innova-
tion and Critical Thinking. No matter the grouping or teacher that the students are
working with, all students’ progress is shared and tracked so that all Learning Community
teachers can stay abreast on the developments of all individuals and move them along in
their learning.
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In the Learning Community,

how do teachers group students flexibly?

What are the different forms of grouping?
HEFEIEEE, ZIRM2IFAXSFEHITEETHR?
AMLERERKXEIHH?

Students are grouped depending on the learning outcomes and nature of the activity, as
well as needs of the learner. Groupings may take many forms, such as mixed-ability or
similar-ability, and could be relatively small in size with just a few students working with
one teacher to a larger group working with a few teachers.

EFIHEET, ZENSASREZINRMENHOERARF I EFHTRKHAITRIEE
B, SATHAESHEN, fINRRESENIRERNH#ITHE, CUREIHFES
— B -, HRRAMANFILAZIE—E,

O 8 / How do dual teachers work in the Learning Community?

WY = =) T B E I & 152

Teachers may work together to co-teach using a variety of co-teaching models: team
teaching, parallel teaching, one leading with others supporting, etc. At the start and end
of each day and continually throughout the day, teachers communicate with each other
regarding the learning progress of the students and the planned activities to meet the
learning outcomes.
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The learning is in alignment with the YCIS international curriculum and standards. The
Learning Communities use a variety of learning materials depending on the situation
and learning occurring. The spaces are outfitted with'a wide range of specialized materi-

als "and-many*hands=on*learning tools: In addition, students have access to digital
resouiges.that range from iPads to interactive whiteboards and Green Screen rooms to
Apple TViareas. These tools are used by students to both'produce and showcase their
work.

FHAHERNF S REEGRERE T EINRE R Rk #F I HRESREFE RN E*ﬂ%ﬁ%
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How do teachers optimize English language
learning in the Learning Community?

EALZ IHan{a gb N\ 5 3] H E K F 5] 2

During focused English learning time, students will be grouped in a variety of ways
dependent on learner needs and learning objectives. For example, one may expect to
see students working within flexible mixed ability groups or in small groups with specific
teacher support. Our goal is for students to be able to enjoy using English and confident-
ly express themselves in many forms in both academic and social settings.

EETMNRBEZIMERN, ZEFRE|EIZNFTRMZIBRUSHAXHEITIH. F
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SHEE,
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How are students grouped for Chinese Language lessons?

FHEAERLIRWEISHR EFR?

During Chinese language lessons, students are grouped according to their Chinese
language ability, either in a CFL (Chinese as a First Language) or CAL (Chinese as an
Additional Language) group. From there we provide further refined levels within the CFL
or CAL groups to meet the students’ various language needs.

EPLIRME, FESERPESHRANETHE, TRIUCFL ( HXIEREE ) iE=RCAL
(PXEAEMIES ) 24H. EHIEA. FEFEAT, RINBREEMALHZKFHUFE

TRBFIEFE.




'I 2 /How do students learn Mathematics in the 'I 3 / What activities will students have in the open areas

Learning Community? of the Learning Community?

EFEIHEFEEEFERE, ZFWEEIHE? EFIEEFENFRXKE, ZFSEMEER?

All the strands of mathematics are covered, sometimes in an integrated fashion with the In the large open spaces of the Learning Community, large discussions and whole group
other core subject areas, but oftentimes in stand-alone lessons. While all students will be meetings often take place. In addition, students will use these spaces for dramas, presen-
focusing on the same curriculum standard, the students are challenged appropriately at tations and sharing of work with their peers.

their own level.
EFEIHEEEHIEZES, SESRAEECERNTENEESS50/NETES, W, =
EHZFIRTR, SHERIABZNMEERRE, B, #FOREEEMZOERNESF, ENVGE X S EBATRE., EHRRZENZEISZEED,
BEEESMIMIRE, FEZEMEETHENHZREGREES, ER2ENEBHHFK
F2 FSFRNE LM

'| 4 / In the Learning Community,
how do students learn and work in the Makerspace?
EFIJHEE, ZFNONAEETSEEEI I E?

The Makerspace is designed for students to engage in the process of “making” which
-4 encourages students to take a hands-on approach to learning which enhances their
- understanding of the curriculum standards being taught. Making encourages
problem-solving and critical thinking while fostering an attitude of perseverance.

BETEEEILFESS “HIE" iR, SRFEETIEHFRIEVNALHITES, N
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How does the Learning Community support parents
to understand students' learning?

F L FEE AT HFRKERZFINES?

All Learning Community information is uploaded to the Learning Community blogs. This
is the quickest way to stay abreast of what your child is learning. We also actively look to
build relationships with our Learning Community parents, so coming in and speaking
with the teachers is another way to keep informed and have questions answered. In
addition, the students create digital portfolios to document their learning and progress
made. Parents can access these online and leave comments for their child.

FAEZFIHEGHEXEEHNSLEZZIARENES, XESACERTFRSEINETN
RIRFENTE, BRNERBIREFIRFERFHRREIXR, IKRSZMHITEHBEZSH
—MTHRZEFEIFRFRELHFHNARX I, RINTEAZENGETEFEEE T
MEEIHE, RKATLUFEZRFHEFIEE, HFAFEETITR,

'| 6 /How do parents in the Learning Community communicate
with the teachers to support the student’s learning?

FILFEAIFKK A ZITDE, UAXFHZTFHFE?

While we would encourage parents to come in for a visit or a chat about their child’s
learning, teachers are also available to communicete with parents over email or the
phone.

HMNSSRFKFHFATRZFHZEIER, BT LUED R FEMFSRIES RKHET
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'I 7 /In the Learning Community, how are projects incorporated
into the learning programme?

HEFILEE, ZIDIa{ AR E 517

Participation in project-based work helps students to meet the standards of the YCIS
curriculum while providing authentic learning so as to keep them actively engaged in
their own learning journey. Students will research, plan, create, revise, apply and present
to their community as they work on their projects.

SHEETHMENFEIEN TEEEFNEIRHERFRHZEIRE, BRRG-ESINES
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