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I love the excited buzz of the Lower Secondary Learning Communi-
ties. In this safe place, students get a chance to discover their passions
and work together to achieve their goals, especially in classes like
G100. Students get a chance to realize what they are capable of and to
start developing skills that will serve them well throughout their
journey in Secondary School, and also in their future lives.

BREVRMPHEIARZNTHAAOER, EXE, LHEZG100X
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Alana Martin, Lower Secondary Learning Communities Leader
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The Learning Community model has empowered me with the
freedom to be innovative with my approach to teaching the curricu-
lum, whilst maintaining the rigour and breadth of the largely English
national curriculum-based content. | am not just aiming for knowl-
edge development in my students, but also promoting the mastery of
essential 21* century skills, such as collaboration and critical thinking
through project-based learning.

Being in a learning community offers our students greater opportuni-
ties to develop as global citizens, as teachers can explore the intercul-
tural links to their own and to other subject areas by collaboratively
planning around the learning concepts. We also get to celebrate the
diverse backgrounds and beliefs of the many members of our
learning community.

EHFZEIHREXEREFERBEZAXLHTOH, RRREREE
ERREABTHEEME. RXES, TRATBERZENHA
iR, MAEBEETH BN IRt ZIE S EMH A 1B S5
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Farah Sun, Vice-Principal, Head of Secondary
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How is the Learning Community defined?

F I X ZWIAEXRY?

The Learning Community model operating at YCIS Beijing supports staff and students to
share physical and intellectual spaces that encourage active learning, connections across
the curriculum, and the development of learning dispositions which meet the needs of
their generation. The community of staff, students and parents work together to build a
strong sense of belonging.

Each Year Level of the Learning Communities consists of approximately 40 students and
a team of tutor teachers and specialist teachers who work together to support the
children’s learning. The teaching team assigned to each community collaborates consis-
tently, sharing planning and ideas to bring greater depth, breadth and coherence to the
individual learning needs of each student.

EtRBFERFROFIHREXIFYMSZELZZINTENHZORER, FIHE
MEIEXEMFZERBS5FS, BEFHMERE, ITHARFERFNEIRR, A
FHEREBES, FIMRART. FEMRKESEEE S, EEZEABRE
HMHEMEIH R ABEIE0-120 28 F2EM— P HIFE, HAHNFREEMRHSZIFtE
ERYM. SMFEIHRHBTEARSTHE—B, 2ZTEHTUNMRE, ABIFENES
HREERMRE. T EMERME,

How does the Learning Community
philosophy respond to the changing future?
F 3 XA S AT B N T T i LRI RSk ?

The Learning Community model understands that we are preparing students for a future
that is ever-changing and one which no one can quite fathom; however, the top skills we
know they will need and that the Learning Community helps to foster are those of collab
oration, communication and innovation.

FIMRBXXFH RN EERFFEEZEN —PAHERAERE, MEAXE—PEHRTE
BERERE. Alt, FIURENERZENWNIE. BB, SUFETRRENUER RN
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What is the curriculum of the Lower Secondary Learning
Communities?

FIAHMXRIRIZIRE R BT

In the Lower Secondary Learning Communities, students engage with a wide variety of
subjects each day. Their classes are English, Chinese, Maths, Humanities, Science, Visual
Art, Performing Arts, Design Technology, Physical Education and Genius100. These
classes are taught by specialists in their field. What makes our curriculum unique is the
subject integration opportunities based around important concepts. Students are
immersed in a concept and look at it from the perspective of their subjects areas,
allowing them to learn more deeply and broadly. Concepts include: Learning to Learn,
Identity and Perspectives, Power and Conflict, Tradition and Culture, Sustainability and
the Environment, and Change and the Future.

EHMHPHEIHNR, ZEBRBSSMEMBEMNEI. MINIFREZ. #X HFE. AX
ME MRZEAR. REZA. ®ITERR. FENXF—G4XLHE. XERBHZIHE
EETEHNELAL, RIMRENREZLETEFRSHREMRGRIT. A TIEZEIN
REME, ZENATRMNEZERAEZIR-IHES. SLEMSEE: 2IRE. SH5N
fa. WBE5HR. #E5X. KESAKELR. HES5KE.

Compared with traditional classrooms, what has changed in
the Learning Community environment?

Each Learning Community is in the process of remodeling existing spaces to provide a
wider variety of learning spaces available for our students. Students work best when they
find areas that support their learning style. Teachers are also working collaboratively and
will sometimes merge classes to complete projects, allowing students to benefit from
working with more teachers and peers.

ATHRFERBEEANFIZTE, NPRFIMREAEREGSNE. FEAREACSH
FIREIKEBEAMEIZE., ATUEFENELSHMZMAEREBEZ S, FIHRMEME
ZIESUMELE, ARNESEHIERHE.
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What is the learning schedule of the Learning Communities?

F I XRIRR T AHR?

Each day students engage in a wide variety of subject areas, experiencing 10 subjects in
all. Their classes are English, Chinese, Maths, Humanities, Science, Visual Art, Performing
Arts, Design Technology, Physical Education and Genius100.

EMPHEINR, ZEBRBSSMEIWMBENES, MOERL. B HF. AX
B MRZA REZA RIS, FERNXA-E4X+11HE.

What are the opportunities outside the academic
curriculum in the Learning Communities?

AFIHR, AMEZRREZIMINE?

Students are invited to participate in Co-Curricular Activities (CCAs) where they can
develop their interests in a variety of areas. Sports clubs are available for the entire school
year allowing students to increase their athletic abilities and sportsmanship. Leadership
opportunities also exist through various clubs and Student Leadership where students
can arrange events for the whole school. We also help students enter contests in various
disciplines such as Mathematics, Creative Writing, Speech and Debate and Battle of the
Books.

BNBMFESS5TRBIRMNES (CCAs) , FBISSTRMBIMNENETRMBLRE
CHIXE, BIOEE, FRESEEFREHURZLEEZNSM. FEAEISMEELE
HILRIEFEES, BRAMSHHER. ZESNTRNERBSAZERUEFNRENS M
&, FEFNSS5HAEREFY. RILZH, BRINEIMFESSERER, NHF
=R, UESEE. BIBHEMERIZEAE.
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In the Learning Communities,
how do the tutors work with students?

AFIHR, WRHSZM2WNANESETER?

Teacher tutors greet the students each day and serve as the first point of contact for the
students and parents. Tutors monitor their progress, help them manage their responsibil-
ities and aid new students and families to settle into the routines of school. Tutor groups
from different year levels share classrooms. This encourages students from various year
levels to become friends.

MAHSZMBES52ENE, BRFE. AKSERGBNEERRAA. HEHSZIFS
BEFENZIHRE, IFENACHREEEFNER, FHMFENENHRERNRE
WHENZRER ANTREROMRHS MEAXA—ERE, IMAXTUHMTRE
RHIFEMRARR.
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What are the differences in student assessment
in the Learning Communities?

EFIHR, WEEEGEBRIARE?

Students are assessed in a variety of ways in each Learning Community. Teachers work
collaboratively with each other and the students to design engaging and challenging
projects based on the focus concept. Problem solving, creativity, communication and
collaboration are the focus of such projects and help students learn to manage their time
and organize their own materials effectively. As students prepare for their IGCSE
programme that begins in Year 9, they are also challenged with testing and exam condi-
tions that prepare them for the demands of the rigorous IGCSE.

EMPHEINR, FEENSEMBITRMIENTRS, BITNHLIHIE FAFEMNLRZR
HEARRESWEINNTFERE, BREEES. SIEN. BB EMMERNIRITMHIR
BMESERES, KRtz WAEHEEACHMNEMNAERNBEZIRRBRAFE
EZIM—ES. ATHPFEEFHNESIFRIFBMIGCSERTE, 6-8ERMFENTEYH
fTmEE 5%,
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How does the Learning Community support
student learning in English academic language?

FIAHRMAFFEEREZRETNFES?

Students who require additional support in English language are provided with support
to help them negotiate the curriculum in English. In the English Intensive Programme,

Science and Humanities, helping them develop their academic language. The English as
an Additional Language programme provides similar support for students who have
more experience with English but require additional support.

BEPHNANXIFNZESBEMOATHRL, HEIMIEESEIFHNF I ETHIRHF
B, EHEGELIRE (EIP) B, TRXEMMFZESBEIEX. BEMARBITHIZH
HBEMMNFEIFANES. REEAETESHIRE (EALD AMEERNEMEBELEFKIEN
FERBIES .

How does Co-Teaching model continue in Year 7?

TERHSIEHF 2 ML RY?

In Year 7 we have a team comprised of both Western and Chinese teachers who teach
together in Mathematics, English, Humanities and Science. The teachers support
students using both languages of instruction, produce bilingual resources and integrate
Chinese culture into the curriculum. This model allows students to continue their devel-
opment of academic Chinese, while supporting students who require the additional
support of a Chinese teacher to access the English curriculum.

TERMBITEABEEAZMMP A ZIRERER. PAAZRSERIRYFE. X AX
MBFIR, RTRBEF I ZH, HITSAFERBIGEZIAR, FEFETEMNRE
H, IMFFEXRNEZHZEETEZRTRBEF I P, TaeREFEZE DA HIMEAS
XEEEEEFRE I REIGRIE,

In G100 projects, how do students work with the teacher?

AEXA—BFMEBE, FENISWAMEZT—EI(ER?

G100 is a favorite subject of many. Students work with a mentor teacher to brainstorm,
pitch, plan and present a project and develop their own personal projects based upon
their own areas of interest. Mentor teachers help set the students on their way and
encourage them to complete the project independently with minimal teacher input.
Students have a chance to design their own curriculum in this subject and rely on the
teacher as a guide, allowing them to build independence and problem solving skills at a
high level.

XA—BARREZERERNME. FEMBSZM—ELE ZEASBRXEBHGE, &
B, # i BRERR—AETECHEE, ESEMSHASFEED B #IRF #
B, HEMFERITRTE, ZEFNSEXNZRPUEZECHIRE., ZHMAGSI

BAE, XINRAPTFESKEEELIEFFZERNIREMFRREEAEES.
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In the Lower Secondary Learning Communities, how do students

celebrate and share learning success together?

EFIHK, FEMA—RRIISZF SIRIRIN?

We love to celebrate learning in our communities. At the end of a G100 cycle or after the
completing of major projects in our concept areas, we will invite students, teachers,
parents and the wider community to attend project shares. We display and present our
work and invite feedback and comments from our audience. This is a great opportunity
for parents to engage in their child’s learning and to see what their child is doing in the

BNEREFZIHRERARS. EXF—EB2RESITMRERFHENTEEHIER
B, BRNSBEZE. FH. RKAHEHASMEIBRRETR. BRINBRINBRIBE
mIFBIENRE TRIR. ZRHRKEZ—MREFNIS, ILBNSS5HRFHEIRE,
BEEMINMEFEFZIHREMT 4.
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In the Learning Community,
how do teachers use learning materials?

FEESHK, ZITIR MRS SR

Teachers work together to gather appropriate and engaging learning materials for the
students. Materials are collected from a variety of sources; fiction and non-fiction texts,
textbooks, high quality websites (Encyclopedia Britannica, Newsela, TED, etc.) as well as
online programs designed to augment the students classroom learning and communica-
tion (Khan Academy, Read Theory, Managebac, etc.)

HAMNEs—EESFBHEAFENEIRM., FIRKRALMRE, WM M. £EX
2. A, HEEMEE (Encyclopedia Britannica, Newsela, TED, etc.) FA7E4%i##2 (Khan Acade-
my, Read Theory, Managebac, etc.),
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How does the Learning Community support parents
to understand children's learning?

F IR FHRRKEBZFNES?

Parents have many opportunities to learn about their child’s school life. Parent
Classrooms are organised in order to help parents better understand their child’s
learning. We also organised project showcases where students can demonstrate their
understanding of the curriculum to a wider audience. Digital portfolios will also be devel-
oped in order to help students regularly reflect upon and share their learning with their
parents. These will be a major part of their Parent Teacher Student conferences.

ERERSNSTHRACKTFHIREEE. RINSEHBEHRKREUFDRKEIFH T#E
BFHEIHE, RINELSERETEZEZIBRRRTS. FERANSERIFRKRBRMAI
MZEIMR. b5, RIS SEECZRFRRKERUERIFRBMINEIHES K
R, BFEKEERRKETAESHEZHREBS.

How do parents in the Learning Communities
communicate with the teacher to support
the child's learning?

FIAHRPRKMAMZINAE, UFRTFHFEI?

The teachers are always happy to discuss the child's learning with parents through email
or face-to-face meetings. While Parent Teacher conferences happen twice a year, we also
have regular events where parents are invited to see their child’s work and talk to the
teachers about their child’s learning. We value open communication with our families.

ZMNBEEREREFHZINRKATHMERSEEIRE. BRTBERANRKBIFRAE
25, BRINEHSEERKERSME. RKATUBINFLENFEIRR, FHMEXZIDT

T35 RIFEFENMRKHIDE,




